
Noninvertible Symmetry-Protected Topological Order in a Group-Based Cluster State

Christopher Fechisin ,1,2,*,† Nathanan Tantivasadakarn ,3,4,5,* and Victor V. Albert 2

1Joint Quantum Institute, NIST/University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland 20742, USA
2Joint Center for Quantum Information and Computer Science, NIST/University of Maryland,

College Park, Maryland 20742, USA
3Walter Burke Institute for Theoretical Physics and Department of Physics,

California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California 91125, USA
4Microsoft Quantum, Station Q, Santa Barbara, California 93106, USA

5Department of Physics, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138, USA

(Received 12 June 2024; revised 6 December 2024; accepted 12 December 2024; published 13 March 2025)

Despite growing interest in beyond-group symmetries in quantum condensed matter systems, there are
relatively few microscopic lattice models explicitly realizing these symmetries, and many phenomena have
yet to be studied at the microscopic level. We introduce a one-dimensional stabilizer Hamiltonian
composed of group-based Pauli operators whose ground state is a G × RepðGÞ-symmetric state: the
G-cluster state introduced by Brell [New J. Phys. 17, 023029 (2015)]. We show that this state lies in a
symmetry-protected topological (SPT) phase protected by G × RepðGÞ symmetry, distinct from the
symmetric product state by a duality argument. We identify several signatures of SPT order, namely,
protected edge modes, string order parameters, and topological response. We discuss how G-cluster states
may be used as a universal resource for measurement-based quantum computation, explicitly working out
the case where G is a semidirect product of Abelian groups.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Symmetry is a central organizing principle and computa-
tional tool in the study of condensed matter physics.
Conventionally, we think of a family of symmetry operators
which (i) act on the full system, e.g., as a tensor product
“on-site” (internal) symmetry or by realizing a transforma-
tion, such as rotation or inversion, of the underlying lattice
and (ii) multiply according to the multiplication rule of
some group. However, this is not the most general situation.
Exotic phenomena can be described by symmetries which
violate one or both of the above criteria. In loosening the
definition of symmetry, we are able to unify a wider family
of quantum phases within a single framework and explore
novel phases which pose challenges of theoretical and
practical interest (see, e.g., Refs. [1,2]).
Rich physics has emerged from the study of two

particular generalizations of global symmetry which act
on only part of the system and therefore relax the first

constraint above: higher-form symmetry [3–6] and sub-
system symmetry [7–11]. Both types of symmetry act on
subsets of local degrees of freedom, such as qubits or
qudits, that make up manifolds of nonzero codimension in
the geometry of the many-body system.
Higher-form symmetries act on homologically nontrivial

manifolds and are deformable within their homology class
via the Gauss law of a gauge theory [9,12,13]. A notable
1-form symmetry operator [3] is the Wilson loop operator,
which acts on a subsystem that forms a closed loop and
which distinguishes the confined and deconfined phases of
the Z2-gauge theory in 2þ 1D. Other higher-form sym-
metries are important objects in the design of topological
quantum-computation schemes [5,14–20].
On the other hand, subsystem symmetries act on

rigid manifolds that are not deformable into one another.
They have become especially important in describing
fracton phases of matter, which have garnered significant
interest as a particularly exotic form of topological
order where quasiparticle excitations exhibit restricted
mobility [9,12,21–27].
Higher-form and subsystem symmetries demonstrate the

value of understanding how symmetry can be generalized
by violating the first criterion above. Other works have
studied symmetries which violate both constraints (see,
e.g., Refs. [28–34]), though these symmetries are less well
understood. In this work, we study a symmetry which is
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complementary to the above, as it violates only the second
criterion, balancing physical richness and tractability.
Conventionally, a symmetry in a quantum system is

realized by a set of unitary operators Ug which commute
with the Hamiltonian and transform as a linear representa-
tion of the symmetry group G, meaning that UgUh ¼ Ugh.
More generally, a set of symmetry operators fOag
can multiply according to the rules of a fusion category
[35,36] (equivalently [37], fusion ring [38,39] or fusion
algebra [40]),

OaOb ¼
X
c

Nc
a;bOc; ð1Þ

where a, b, and c are simple objects in the category, and
where the fusion coefficients Nc

a;b ∈Z>0 give the number
of copies of each Oc appearing in the sum. We write these
symmetry operators asO rather thanU because they are not
in general unitary.
Where multiplication in a group yields another element

in the group (g ⋅ h ¼ gh), multiplication in a fusion
category yields a sum of objects in the category
(a × b ¼Pc N

c
a;bc). Groups are special cases of fusion

categories where Nk
g;h ¼ δk;gh, and when we refer to fusion

category symmetries, we implicitly mean symmetries
corresponding to fusion categories that are not groups.
The fusion category perhaps most familiar to physicists,

though not necessarily by name, is SUð2Þk [41–43], which
describes the fusion of the first kþ 1 irreps of SU(2) [44].
Physically, this fusion category describes the addition of
angular momentum restricted to particles of spin less than
or equal to k=2, encoding relationships like 1

2
⊗ 1

2
¼ 0 ⊕ 1.

As an explicit example, consider the multiplication table of
SUð2Þ2:

⊗ 0 1
2

1

0 0 1
2

1

1
2

1
2

0 ⊕ 1 1
2

1 1 1
2

0

SUð2Þ2:

Notice that the fusion rules of SUð2Þ2 are beyond what can
be described by a group. Most strikingly, they allow for the
product of two objects to equal a sum of objects. This is a
central feature of the generalization from groups to fusion
categories and leads to the existence of non-invertible
simple objects, and therefore non-invertible symmetries.
The study of fusion categories—and their descendants,

like unitary modular tensor categories—has been fruitful
in condensed matter physics [45–55]. The foremost
application is describing fusion and braiding of anyons.
While Abelian anyons fuse according to the rules of a
group, non-Abelian anyons fuse according to the rules
of a fusion category [56]. Non-Abelian anyons exhibit a
variety of exotic physics due to their unusual fusion

properties, including universality for topological quantum
computation [57].
In this paper, we construct a microscopic model with

fusion category symmetry-protected topological (SPT)
order on a 1D lattice of qudits whose basis states are
valued in a finite group G. Our model reduces to the well-
known Z2 × Z2 Abelian SPT order: the one-dimensional
cluster state [58,59] when G ¼ Z2. For non-Abelian G,
the second symmetry factor in the original Abelian order
generalizes to RepðGÞ, the fusion category of representa-
tions of G. Such cases yield models protected by a
combination of group and representation category sym-
metry which, to our knowledge, has not been considered
before.
We show how microscopic signatures of SPT order

extend to fusion category-symmetric systems through the
study of the group-cluster state (or G-cluster state, where G
is a finite group), a generalization of the familiar cluster
state [60]. We contribute the following:
(1) A proof of the claim in Ref. [61] that the G-cluster

state is an SPT protected by a fusion category
symmetry.

(2) An identification of microscopic signatures of SPT
order in the G-cluster state, including string order,
edge modes, and topological response.

(3) Further development of the group-based Pauli sta-
bilizer formalism from Ref. [62], making contact
with matrix product states (MPSs) and matrix
product operators (MPOs). By studying micro-
scopics of explicit models as opposed to abstractly
classifying phases, we open up models with such
exotic symmetries to further study and potential
realization on quantum devices.

(4) An algorithm for performing measurement-based
quantum computation on the G-cluster state for a
wide class of non-Abelian groups, namely, those
which are semidirect products of Abelian groups.

A. Relation to prior works

This paper appears among growing literature studying
exotic phases of matter in lattice models, as well as
studying categorical symmetries [63–91]. Non-invertible
symmetry on the lattice has been discussed in several works
[92–100], though most known lattice models of SPTs are
protected by a conventional, subsystem [101–108], or
higher-form symmetry [6,109–111]. Reference [94] is
especially relevant, as it constructs commuting projector
lattice models for topological quantum field theories with
fusion category symmetry and shows that degenerate edge
modes arise in the SPT class of these models. While this
work is quite general and its results broadly applicable, it
does not study a model with G × RepðGÞ symmetry
explicitly, nor does it study concrete models in great detail,
so that our work is complementary. We also note that our
stabilizer model contains additional structure compared to
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the commuting projector models constructed therein, as a
stabilizer Hamiltonian can always be expressed as a sum of
commuting projectors, while the contrary is not guaranteed.
Although there are few explicit lattice constructions,

there is good reason to suspect that the signatures of SPT
order should extend to much more general contexts.
Macroscopic descriptions of SPT orders with exotic cat-
egorical symmetries have been defined within higher
category theory [64,65]. There has also been work studying
fusion category symmetries in quantum field theories
which have addressed the existence of fusion category-
symmetric gapped phases [66,67] and gauging non-
Abelian symmetries to yield fusion-categorical symmetries
[112]. The question of classifying fusion category-
symmetric gapped phases has also been addressed at the
categorical level [66,68]. In general, category-theoretic
methods are very powerful for studying generalized sym-
metries and the phases they admit. It has been shown that
for a symmetry described by a tensor category C, the exact
module categories over C correspond to the gapped
symmetric phases with symmetry C [66,113].
In this work, we use group-based Pauli operators to

define microscopic lattice models, which more closely
resemble spin chains. This formalism was recently used
in Ref. [62] to study gapped edges of quantum doubles.
Group-based Pauli operators preserve some useful features
of the stabilizer formalism [114] and are natural for
programming onto quantum devices. These operators also
admit a graphical description as matrix product operators
which makes contact with the tensor network literature on
quantum phases of matter with exotic symmetries (see, e.g.,
Refs. [115–117]).
While we intentionally use group-valued degrees of

freedom to generate fusion category symmetries, they arise
naturally in other areas. High-energy physicists have long
studied gauge fields which take values in gauge symmetry
groups, and lattice gauge theories work with degrees of
freedom labeled by group elements living on the lattice
[118–120]. In condensed matter physics, these degrees of
freedom are used to construct Kitaev’s quantum double
model, a generalization of the toric code which hosts non-
Abelian anyons [121]. Group-valued degrees of freedom
are also used in the topological quantum field theory
approach to constructing microscopic lattice models of
SPTs with conventional symmetry [109,122–128].
The G-cluster state which, we study in this work, was

first introduced in Ref. [61], which generalizes cluster
states to group-valued qudits, as Kitaev’s quantum double
model does for the toric code. Reference [61] conjectures
thatG-cluster states should exhibit SPTorder and be usable
for measurement-based quantum computation, ideas which
we establish in this paper.
We extend the results from the significant body of

knowledge which has emerged from the study of SPTs
with conventional symmetry. We study microscopic

signatures of SPT order which are well understood in
conventional 1D SPTs, including edge modes and ground-
state degeneracy [58,123,129], string order [130–134],
and topological response [135–138]. We also study the
G-cluster state as a resource state for measurement-based
quantum computation (MBQC) [139,140], which is known
to be intimately related to cluster states in particular
[60,141–143] and SPT order in general [144–146].

II. NOTATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

In this section, we introduce the notations and conven-
tions which we use in this paper. Especially important is
Sec. II C which introduces the group-based Pauli operators
we use extensively.

A. Group theory

We denote by G a finite group which is in general non-
Abelian. For each g∈G, the inverse of g is denoted ḡ. The
identity element is denoted e.
Irreducible representations are denoted Γ and defined

according to the map Γ∶G → GLdΓðCÞ, where dΓ is the
dimension of the representation. ΓðgÞ is the dΓ × dΓ matrix
which is obtained when the function Γ is evaluated at the
group element g. Being representations, the Γ satisfy

ΓðgÞΓðhÞ ¼ ΓðghÞ; ð2aÞ

ΓðgÞ† ¼ ΓðḡÞ; ð2bÞ

ΓðgÞn ¼ ΓðgnÞ; ð2cÞ

ΓðeÞ ¼ 1dΓ : ð2dÞ

We denote the trivial representation 1, so that 1ðgÞ ¼ 1 for
all g. The tensor product of irreps of a finite group is fully
decomposable and therefore isomorphic to a direct sum of
irreps

Γi ⊗ Γj ≃⨁
k
NΓk

Γi;Γj
Γk; ð3Þ

where the factor NΓk
Γi;Γj

∈Z≥0 is called the multiplicity and
gives the number of copies of Γk appearing in the
direct sum.

B. Matrix product states and operators

MPSs are tensor network states in 1D that efficiently
represent area law states. A general MPS is written as

jψAi ¼
X
fgig

Tr½BAð1Þ
g1 � � �AðNÞ

gN �jg1;…; gNi; ð4Þ

where AðiÞ
g is the matrix evaluated at site iwhen gi ¼ g, and

B encodes the boundary conditions. Diagrammatically, we
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can express each piece of the MPS as a rank-three (i.e.,
three-legged) tensor

ð5Þ

and the entire MPS succinctly as

ð6Þ

Similarly, MPOs are tensor network operators in 1D. A
general MPO OA is written as

X
fgi;g0ig

Tr½BAð1Þ
g1;g1 0

� � �AðNÞ
gN;g0N

�jg1;…; gNihg01;…; g0N j; ð7Þ

where AðiÞ
g;h is the matrix evaluated at site i when gi ¼ g

and g0i ¼ h, and B encodes the boundary conditions.
Diagrammatically, we write

Note that the trace is evaluated clockwise on the red MPO
virtual level.
Sometimes, when we want to emphasize that the

boundary conditions of an MPS or MPO are open, we
will denote them as

C. Group-based Pauli operators

In this section, we discuss the notation for group-based
Pauli operators which will be used throughout this work,
largely following the conventions of Ref. [62]. This
construction is summarized in Table I. Additional details
not discussed below can be found in Refs. [61,62].
We work with a local Hilbert space whose basis kets are

labeled by the elements of a finite group G, which we
typically assume is non-Abelian. The local Hilbert space is
the group algebra C½G�, and arbitrary single-site states may
be written as vectors jψi ¼Pg∈G cgjgi with complex
coefficients cg.
We make extensive use of group-based Pauli operators

which extend the action of the qudit Pauli operators to

group-valued degrees of freedom. The group-based X-type
operators are labeled by group elements g and act by group
multiplication (elsewhere in the literature, these operators
are sometimes called Lg and Rg; we also note that our arrow
convention is consistent with Ref. [62] but reverses that of
Ref [61]):

X⃗g ¼
X
h∈G

jghihhj ⇔ X⃗gjhi ¼ jghi; ð8aÞ

X⃖g ¼
X
h∈G

jhḡihhj ⇔ X⃖gjhi ¼ jhḡi: ð8bÞ

Diagrammatically, we have

Observe that these operators form the left and right regular
representations [147] of G: X⃗gX⃗h ¼ X⃗gh and X⃖gX⃖h ¼ X⃖gh.
In the case G ¼ Zd, these operators reduce to the familiar
qudit Pauli operators X, X⃗ ¼ X⃖† ¼ X. The group-based X
operators also satisfy the following identities:

�
X⃗g

�
n ¼ X⃗gn ;

�
X⃖g

�
n ¼ X⃖gn ;�

X⃗g

�† ¼ X⃗ḡ;
�
X⃖g

�† ¼ X⃖ḡ: ð9Þ

The two types of X operators can be combined to form
the conjugation operator:

X
↔

g ≔ X⃗gX⃖g ¼ X⃖gX⃗g: ð10Þ

The group-based�Z-type operators are labeled by irreps Γ
and act as generalized phase gates:

�ZΓ ¼
X
g∈G

ΓðgÞ ⊗ jgihgj ⇔�ZΓjgi ¼ ΓðgÞ ⊗ jgi; ð11Þ

�Z†
Γ ¼

X
g∈G

ΓðḡÞ ⊗ jgihgj ⇔�Z†
Γjgi ¼ ΓðḡÞ ⊗ jgi: ð12Þ

These are MPOs, with the irrep matrices acting in the
virtual space. In graphical notation, we have

ð13Þ

In order to reduce these MPOs to operators acting solely
on the physical degrees of freedom, we must contract
over the virtual space. We can either do this by tracing
over the space—equivalent to imposing periodic boundary
conditions—which is denoted by
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or by choosing a particular matrix element of Γ denoted by

where the product is taken in ascending order of indices
(clockwise along the loop of virtual links), , and

. Here, jαi and jβi are states in the virtual Hilbert
space of dimension dΓ, not to be confused with physical
states jgi. Notice that �ZΓ is an operator acting on the
physical degrees of freedom, while ΓðgÞ is simply a matrix.
Sums over�Z-type operators labeled by different Γ can be

equivalently written as projectors, and this notation is
sometimes used in other works. To go from the Pauli
picture to the projector picture, one uses the delta function
on the group given by

δGg;h ¼
X

Γ∈RepðGÞ

dΓ
jGjTr½ΓðḡhÞ�; ð14Þ

where the sum is over the irreps Γ of G, and where dΓ is the
dimension of the Γ irrep. For example, a sum over irreps of
single-site Tr½�ZΓ� operators projects onto the identity state

X
Γ∈RepðGÞ

dΓ
jGjTr½�ZΓ� ¼ jeihej; ð15Þ

and the generalized two-site Ising interaction projects onto
the subspace with spins aligned

X
Γ

dΓ
jGjTr

h
�Zð1Þ†
Γ :�Zð2Þ

Γ

i
¼
X
g

jg; gihg; gj; ð16Þ

where the “.” denotes multiplication in the virtual space.
Group-based Pauli operators have more subtle commu-

tation relations than their qudit counterparts due to non-
commutativity of operators on the virtual space; the order in
which the virtual space matrices are contracted matters.
This complication comes from the fact that ΓðgiÞ and ΓðgjÞ
do not in general commute. Indeed, for any non-Abelian
group, there will exist some irrep Γ with dimension dΓ > 1
and some gi, gj such that ΓðgiÞ and ΓðgjÞ do not commute.
This is important to keep in mind when working with the
operators algebraically, but becomes more obvious when
working diagrammatically.
The X operators commute with one another when they

act from different sides or on different sites, and follow the
commutation rules of the group otherwise:�

X⃗ðiÞ
g ; X⃖ðjÞ

h

�
¼ 0;�

X⃗ðiÞ
g ; X⃗ðjÞ

h

�
∝
�
X⃖ðiÞ
g ; X⃖ðjÞ

h

�
∝ δi;j: ð17Þ

The commutation relations between X and �Z operators on
the same site are given by

TABLE I. Summary of the group-valued qudit formalism reproduced with minor edits from Ref. [61]. Note that the group and irrep
bases outlined in the first two rows of the table are dual to one another and related by the non-Abelian Fourier transform.

Z2 Qubit Group-valued qudit G

Elements f0; 1g j0i; j1i jgi∶g∈G Elements fg∈Gg
Irreps fΓþ;Γ−g j�i ¼ 1ffiffi

2
p ðΓ�ð0Þj0i þ Γ�ð1Þj1iÞ jΓαβi ¼

ffiffiffiffiffi
dΓ
jGj

q P
g½ΓðgÞ�αβjgi Irreps fΓ∈RepðGÞg

Bit flip
X⃗0 ¼ X⃖0 ¼ 1 X⃗gjhi ¼ jghi

Group multiplication
X⃗1 ¼ X⃖1 ¼ X X⃖gjhi ¼ jhḡi

� � � � � � X
↔

gjhi ¼ jhgh̄i Conjugation

Phase� 1
�ZΓþ ¼ �Z†

Γþ ¼ 1 Tr½�ZΓ�jgi¼Tr½ΓðgÞ�jgi
Phase ½ΓðgÞ�αβ or Tr½ΓðgÞ��ZΓ− ¼ �Z†

Γ− ¼ Z ½�ZΓ�αβjgi¼½ΓðgÞ�αβjgi

Controlled X CXjgijhi ¼ jgijg ⊕ hi CX⃗jgijhi¼ jgijghi Controlled multiplication
CX⃖jgijhi ¼ jgijhḡi
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X⃗g�ZΓ ¼ ΓðḡÞ:�ZΓX⃗g;

X⃖g�ZΓ ¼�ZΓ:ΓðgÞX⃖g: ð18Þ

Notice that these operators fail to commute up to a matrix
ΓðḡÞ or ΓðgÞ acting on the virtual space, rather than up to a
phase as is the case for qubits.
In addition to the computational basis labeled by the

group elements, there exists a dual basis labeled by matrix
elements of irreps. These states are defined to be

jΓαβi ≔
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
dΓ
jGj

s X
g∈G

½ΓðgÞ�αβjgi: ð19Þ

It can be shown using the grand orthogonality theorem of
group representations [147] that these states form a
complete basis for C½G�. In the qubit case G ¼ Z2, these
states indeed reduce to the states jþi and j−i corresponding
to Γ being the trivial irrep and sign irrep, respectively (Z2 is
Abelian and therefore has only one-dimensional irreps,
making the use of indices αβ unnecessary in this case).
It is also sometimes convenient to think of the set of

character states

jΓi ≔
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
dΓ
jGj

s X
g∈G

Tr½ΓðgÞ�jgi; ð20Þ

which span a subspace of C½G�.

III. G CLUSTER STATE

The family of cluster states based on finite groups was
introduced by Brell in Ref. [61]. Brell set out to generalize
cluster states to a group-valued Hilbert space, analogous to
the relationship between the toric code and Kitaev’s quan-
tum double. However, the cluster states presented an addi-
tional hurdle not present in the toric code: stabilizers which
mixed X and Z operators. To use the language of quantum
error correction, the toric code is a Calderbank-Shor-Steane
stabilizer code , and the ZXZ-cluster state is not.
The difficulty of working with mixed stabilizers arises

from the fact that there is no natural isomorphism between
group elements and irreducible representations of a non-
Abelian group. The qubit-cluster state is stabilized by ZXZ
operators. These would naively generalize to stabilizers like
�Z†
ΓX⃗g�ZΓ, but it is not obvious which g should be paired with

which Γ in a given term. For Z2, for example, the natural
pairing between the computational and dual basis is j0i ↔
jþi and j1i ↔ j−i. When G is non-Abelian, however,
there is no natural pairing, in part because there are more
group elements than irreps.
Brell circumvented this issue by introducing the CSS-

cluster state (see Fig. 1), which can be generalized from
qubits to group-valued Hilbert spaces. The CSS-cluster
state is generated by acting on the 1D cluster state with a

Hadamard gate on the even sites. The CSS-cluster state has
new stabilizers, which are also obtained through the action
of the Hadamard gate. The stabilizers beginning on odd
sites are transformed from ZXZ to ZZZ, and the stabilizers
beginning on even sites from ZXZ to XXX. Since the
stabilizers now consist of only a single type of Pauli
operator, the new state is a CSS stabilizer state.
The CSS-cluster state can also be prepared by

acting with a circuit of CX gates on the product state
jþij0ijþi � � �. This method of state preparation generalizes
to the finite-group case. Noticing that, for G ¼ Z2, Γþ is
the trivial irrep and 0 is the identity element, we immedi-
ately find that the product state used in the preparation of
the G-cluster state should be j1ijeij1i � � �, where e∈G is
the identity and 1∈RepðGÞ is the trivial irrep.
While a simple graph is sufficient to specify a typical

qubit-based cluster state, the graph necessary to specify a
G-cluster state must be bipartite and directed [61]. There is
additional information which must be included to specify a
G-cluster state in higher dimensions, but we will forgo that
discussion since we are working in one dimension.
The graph must be bipartite for the G-cluster state—and

even the qubit CSS-cluster state—because CX and its
generalizations CX⃗ and CX⃖ are not symmetric with respect
to control and target sites, unlike CZ. With a bipartite
graph, it is possible to assign one subset to be the control
qudits and the other the targets, removing this ambiguity.
The graph must be directed because there are two

different group-based CX operators

CX⃗ði;jÞjgi; gji ≔ jgi; gigji;
CX⃖ði;jÞjgi; gji ≔ jgi; gjḡii; ð21Þ

FIG. 1. The relationship between the various cluster states
discussed in Ref. [61]. Each state is listed along with the structure
of its stabilizers. The G-cluster state jCi corresponds to a
particular choice of directed entangler graph.

FECHISIN, TANTIVASADAKARN, and ALBERT PHYS. REV. X 15, 011058 (2025)

011058-6



and the arrow on each edge can be used to specify whether
CX⃗ or CX⃖ should be applied. For the same reason, the
Kitaev quantum double is also defined on a directed graph
[121]. Though there is a unique 1D qubit CSS-cluster state,
there are many possible 1D G-cluster states because of the
choice of the orientation of each edge.
The model which we study in this work is a particular

group-based cluster state specified by a simple choice of
graph—odd-site controls and even-site targets, with all
edges oriented to the left—which we call the G-cluster
state. It is defined on an open 1D chain with n sites, each of
which has local Hilbert space C½G�. The G-cluster state is
given by [61]

jCi ¼ N
X

fgig∈G

jg1ijg1ḡ2ijg2i � � � jgN−1ḡNijgNi; ð22Þ

where here and hereafterN is a normalization factor which
ensures that states have unit norm.
In the case G ¼ Z2, the above state reduces to the CSS-

cluster state as expected. In Appendix A, we overview the
main results applied specifically to the CSS-cluster state,
which we generalize to the G-cluster state in the following
sections.
Notice that the G-cluster state jCi can be prepared from

the product state jψ0i ≔ j1ijeij1i � � � in finite depth by
the circuit

UC ¼
Y
i odd

CX⃗ði;iþ1ÞCX⃖ði−1;iÞ: ð23Þ

In Sec. VII, we will study the family of SPT states obtained
by repeatedly applying UC to jψ0i.

A. MPS representation

There exists an MPS representation for the G-cluster
state. By regrouping indices of the tensors given in
Ref. [61], we arrive at the following MPS tensors:

ð24Þ

which we place on odd and even sites, respectively. The
state jCi on an open chain can then be written as

ð25Þ

The above tensors are closely related to other objects in
physics and math. When G ¼ Z2, the tensors Eq. (24) are
exactly the “three-legged spiders” that appear in ZX
calculus (see, e.g., Ref. [148]). When G is a finite group,
the odd and even tensors enact comultiplication
(g → g ⊗ g) and multiplication (g ⊗ h → hg), respectively
(see, e.g., Ref. [149]).

Here, we catalog tensor network identities for the group-
based Pauli operators which we will use extensively
through the rest of the paper:

ð26aÞ

ð26bÞ

ð26cÞ

ð26dÞ

ð26eÞ

ð26fÞ

We also collect in Table II the explicit definitions of each
tensor.

B. Stabilizer Hamiltonian and symmetries

We can construct a Hamiltonian with ground states jCi as
a sum of commuting stabilizers:

HC ¼ −
1

jGj
X
i odd

 X
Γ∈RepðGÞ

Tr½�Z†ðiÞ
Γ :�Zðiþ1Þ

Γ :�Zðiþ2Þ
Γ �dΓ

þ
X
g∈G

X⃖ðiþ1Þ
g X⃗ðiþ2Þ

g X⃗ðiþ3Þ
g

!
; ð27Þ

where the sum over Γ∈RepðGÞ denotes a sum over the
simple objects of RepðGÞ, namely, the irreps Γ of G. We
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call this a (generalized) stabilizer Hamiltonian because the
group-based Pauli terms all commute with one another, and
the ground-state space is the joint eigenspace of all
operators with maximum eigenvalue. For the X-type terms,
this maximum eigenvalue is 1=jGj, and for the Z-type
terms, it is d2Γ=jGj. We choose to normalize to these values
rather than to 1 because the Hamiltonian also becomes a
commuting projector Hamiltonian when written with this
normalization.
The Hamiltonian Eq. (27) has four independent families

of global symmetries, all of which are respected by the
ground state jCi. There are two G symmetries given by
tensor products of X-type operators, a RepðGÞ symmetry
comprised of Z-type operators which acts as an MPO, and
an InnðGÞ symmetry:

GR∶ A⃖g ≔
Y
i odd

X⃖ðiÞ
g ; ð28aÞ

GL∶A⃗g ≔
Y
i odd

X⃗ðiÞ
g X

↔ ðiþ1Þ
g ; ð28bÞ

RepðGÞ∶B̂Γ ≔ Tr

�Y
i even

�ZðiÞ
Γ

�
; ð28cÞ

InnðGÞ∶ Ĉg ≔
Y
i even

�X
g0
X⃖ðiÞ
g0gg0δ

ðiþ1Þ
g0 X⃗ðiþ2Þ

g0gḡ0

�
; ð28dÞ

where InnðGÞ is the inner automorphism group of G.
InnðGÞ ≅ G=ZðGÞ, where ZðGÞ is the center of G, the
subgroup of elements in G which commute with every
other element of G.
For Abelian groups, the two G symmetries collapse to

one, and the InnðGÞ symmetry becomes trivial, yielding
only two symmetries, G × RepðGÞ, that protect the SPT.
Accordingly, we have determined analytically and numeri-
cally that GR × RepðGÞ is the minimal subgroup which
protects the SPT in the non-Abelian case as well, so we
focus on these symmetries for the remainder of the text. We
discuss the additional symmetries in Appendix B and
reserve a full discussion of alternative avenues to protection
to future work.
Notice that A⃖g and B̂Γ commute with one another, as they

are supported on different sublattices. The A⃖ operators form
a representation of the group G as

A⃖gA⃖h ¼ A⃖gh: ð29Þ
Diagrammatically, B̂Γ can be written as

When we act on an open chain, we will instead use the open
form of the symmetry operator:

ð30Þ

The�Z-type operators do not generically multiply accord-
ing to the rules of a group. As derived in Appendix D, the B̂
operators multiply according to the rules of the fusion
category RepðGÞ, the category of representations of G:

B̂Γi
B̂Γj

¼
X
k

NΓk
Γi;Γj

B̂Γk
; ð31Þ

where the NΓk
Γi;Γj

encode the fusion rules of RepðGÞ. We say

that the B̂ operators realize a fusion category symmetry
[64,66]. Such symmetries have also occasionally been
called algebraic symmetries in the literature.
Fusion category symmetries are also sometimes called

non-invertible symmetries [82,150], especially in the high-
energy context. This applies to our symmetry in that �ZΓ
does not in general have an inverse. This is a consequence
of the fact that for each simple object Γ in a fusion category,
there must exist a dual simple object Γ̄ such that
Γ × Γ̄ ¼ 1þ � � �. That is, each object must have a dual
which fuses with it to yield the trivial object, but this need
not be the only fusion channel.
In the case of Abelian G, the algebraic structure in

Eq. (31) reduces to a group structure because RepðGÞ ≅ G
whenG is Abelian. This is to say that the character group is
isomorphic to the group when G is Abelian. We will focus
on the case where G is non-Abelian, so the �Z-type
symmetry is not grouplike.

C. On G ×RepðGÞ
Together, the A⃖ and B̂ operators realize a G × RepðGÞ

fusion category symmetry. Simple objects in this category
can be labeled by the pair ðg;ΓÞ and satisfy the fusion rules

ðg;ΓiÞ ⊗ ðh;ΓjÞ ¼ ⨁
k
NΓk

Γi;Γj
ðgh;ΓkÞ: ð32Þ

Accordingly, the symmetry operators A⃖gB̂Γ multiply as

TABLE II. Summary of matrix product state and operator
tensors used throughout this work.

MPS MPO
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�
A⃖gB̂Γi

��
A⃖hB̂Γj

�
¼
X
k

NΓk
Γi;Γj

A⃖ghB̂Γk
: ð33Þ

The symmetry category is a direct product ofG and RepðGÞ
because the operators realizing the G and RepðGÞ sym-
metries commute and therefore act entirely independently.
Interestingly, G × RepðGÞ has noncommutative fusion

operation ×, as gh ≠ hg in general. This is not to be
confused with the statement that fusion rules are said to be
non-Abelian when NΓk

Γi;Γj
is nonzero for multiple Γk, given

fixed Γi and Γj. The latter terminology comes from the fact
that the fusion rules of quantum double anyons derived
from non-Abelian groups satisfy such a condition.
However, the fusion operation of non-Abelian anyons is
still commutative in the sense that a × b ¼ b × a for two
non-Abelian anyons a and b. Indeed, it is not possible to
construct a physical theory of anyons based on the fusion
rules given in Eq. (32). This is because commutativity of
the fusion operation × is necessary for the braiding
operation to be well defined [56].
The fact that the fusion operation of G × RepðGÞ is

noncommutative also implies that it is not the fusion algebra
of the irreps of any finite group:G × RepðGÞ ≠ RepðG0Þ for
anyG0. This is because the fusion of irreps of any finite group
is always commutative—though, of course, not always
Abelian in the single-fusion-channel sense. However, every
nonanomalous fusion category is isomorphic to the repre-
sentation category of some semisimple Hopf algebra [36].
This implies that there exists some semisimple Hopf algebra
H such thatG × RepðGÞ ≅ RepðHÞ, and indeed this relation
is satisfied forH ¼ C½G�� ⊗ C½G�. If one were to construct
commuting projector Hamiltonians for phases with G ×
RepðGÞ symmetry following the prescription of Ref. [94],
this is the Hopf algebra one would use.

IV. DISTINCTNESS FROM THE SYMMETRIC
PRODUCT STATE

In this section, we will first discuss what it means for a
state to be protected by a fusion category symmetry and
understand what notion of triviality and nontriviality exists
for such states. We will then construct a Kramers-Wannier
duality which maps the G × RepðGÞ-symmetric phases in
which we are interested to G ×G spontaneous symmetry-
breaking phases which can be more easily understood. This
duality allows us to conclude that the G-cluster state is
nontrivial, in that it is not adiabatically connected to the
symmetric G × RepðGÞ product state via any symmetric
path of Hamiltonians, and that this order is robust to weak
symmetric local perturbations.

A. Definition of SPT with fusion category symmetry

Given a fusion category A, we define an A-SPT state as
the unique ground state of a gapped Hamiltonian which
respects the symmetry A under periodic boundary condi-
tions. Two A-symmetric states belong to distinct phases if

they cannot be deformed into one another by a finite time
evolution of a symmetric local Hamiltonian [64]. jψ0i ≔
j1; e; 1; e;…i is a product state that respects theG × RepðGÞ
symmetry, so we can use it as a representative symmetric
product state. Since the state jCi is also a G × RepðGÞ-
symmetric state, our goal is to show that it belongs to a
distinct phase from the product state jψ0i.
It is important to emphasize here and throughout the

paper that we will be intentionally using the phrase
(symmetric) product state in lieu of the trivial SPT state.
To clarify our nomenclature, there are two possible defi-
nitions one can use to define a trivial SPT phase:
(1) It is the identity element of the group of SPT phases

with stacking as a group operation.
(2) It is the phase to which the symmetric product state

belongs.
In the case of invertible symmetries, these twodefinitions are
equivalent. However, SPTs protected by non-invertible
symmetries cannot be stacked, and therefore form only a
set rather than a group. To see this, it is helpful to review how
to stack SPT phases when the symmetry is unitary. Consider
two Hilbert spacesH1 andH2 each hosting a G-symmetric
SPT phase jψ1i and jψ2i, respectively. To stack the two
phases, we may consider the tensor product state jψ1i ⊗
jψ2i inH1 ⊗ H2 and restrict the full symmetryG ×G to the
diagonal subgroup G which acts on both copies at the same
time. Then, given a choice of a local symmetry action, the
trivial SPT phase then contains all wave functions jψ0i such
that jψi ⊗ jψ0i is in the same phase as jψi as G-symmetric
phases. In contrast, a general fusion category symmetryA ×
Amay not containA as a diagonal subcategory. Thus, there
is generally no notion of stacking, and therefore the trivial
SPT phase in the first sense cannot be defined.
On the other hand, having chosen a tensor product Hilbert

space and a representation for the symmetry, the symmetric
product state (if it exists, given that particular symmetry
action) lives in one and only one of these SPTphases. In such
cases, there is a “special” SPT phase containing the
symmetric product state. (If there is no symmetric product
state to begin with, there is still a basis transformation that
turns one of the fixed-point SPT phases into a symmetric
product state, but this choice is not canonical). Thus, the
trivial SPT phase in the second sense can be defined if the
fixed symmetry action admits a symmetric product state.
Relatedly, although such SPT phases can be unambig-

uously called short-range entangled phases since they can
be deformed to a product state by explicitly breaking the
symmetry, it is ambiguous to definewhether an SPT state is
invertible. In the first sense, invertibility is not well defined
due to the lack of a group structure. In the second sense, it is
possible the unitary can be used to permute between
different SPT phases. Since every unitary has an inverse,
these SPTs can be thought of as invertible in the second
sense if the symmetric product state is chosen as a base
point. However, if we do not declare the symmetric product
state as a special phase, then this unitary gives rise only to a
group action on the set of SPT phases (i.e., a torsor [66]).
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B. Duality argument

We construct a Kramers-Wannier duality [151] which
associates the G-cluster state jCi and the G × RepðGÞ-
symmetric product state jψ0i to two different G ×G
symmetry-breaking states. States with different patterns

of spontaneous symmetry breaking belong to different
phases, implying through the duality that jCi and jψ0i
also belong to different phases.
We begin by constructing two models which sponta-

neously break G ×G symmetry:

HSSB1 ¼ −
1

jGj
X
i odd

� X
Γ∈RepðGÞ

Tr
h
�Zðiþ1Þ
Γ :�Z†ðiþ3Þ

Γ

i
dΓ þ

X
g∈G

X⃗ðiÞ
g

�
¼ −

X
i odd

�
δGgiþ1;giþ3

þ 1

jGj
X
g∈G

X⃗ðiÞ
g

�
;

HSSB2 ¼ −
1

jGj
X
i odd

� X
Γ∈RepðGÞ

Tr
h
�Z†ðiÞ
Γ :�Zðiþ1Þ

Γ :�Z†ðiþ3Þ
Γ :�Zðiþ2Þ

Γ

i
dΓ þ

X
g∈G

X⃗ðiÞ
g X⃗ðiþ1Þ

g

�
: ð34Þ

Both of these Hamiltonians have a family of symmetries
on each sublattice:

Godd
R ∶

Y
i odd

X⃖ðiÞ
g ; Geven

R ∶
Y
i even

X⃖ðiÞ
g : ð35Þ

These symmetries act independently, so the total symmetry
group is Godd

R × Geven
R . Symmetry is spontaneously broken

in both models. The ground-state subspaces are given by

HSSB1∶ fj1; g; 1; g;…i∶g∈Gg;

HSSB2∶
	 X

fgig∈G

jg1; g1g; g2; g2g;…i∶g∈G



: ð36Þ

In SSB1, the unbroken symmetry is Godd
R . In SSB2, the

unbroken symmetry for the state labeled by g is

Gg ≔ fX⃖ðiÞ
h X⃖ðiþ1Þ

ḡhg ∶ h∈Gg. In each case, the symmetry is
broken from G ×G → G, but with different unbroken
subgroups. Thus, the two families of ground states realize
distinct gapped phases under the Godd

R ×Geven
R symmetry.

Notice that SSB1 and SSB2 are related by a controlled
multiplication from the odd sublattice to the even. In
particular, let

USSB ≔
Y
i odd

CX⃗ði;iþ1Þ; ð37Þ

then we see that

USSBj1; g; 1; g;…i ¼
X

fgig∈G

jg1; g1g; g2; g2g;…i;

USSBHSSB1ðUSSBÞ† ¼ HSSB2: ð38Þ
We now want to apply Kramers-Wannier duality to the

even sites, taking the G ×G symmetry to G × RepðGÞ.
This duality can also be thought of as gauging the Geven

R
subgroup of Godd

R × Geven
R in the sense that the original

theory is pure matter and the Kramers-Wannier (KW) dual
theory is pure gauge. Gauging of finite subgroups was
discussed previously in Ref. [152].
It was shown in Ref. [153] (see Appendix E for a brief

review) that the KW duality can be implemented via the

cluster-state MPS by flipping the physical leg of the odd-
site tensors. Using the MPS for the G-cluster state, we find

From this diagramatic derivation, we read off the appro-
priate KW duality:

�Zðiþ1Þ
Γ :�Zðiþ3Þ†

Γ ↦�Zðiþ1Þ
Γ ;

X⃗ðiþ1Þ
g ↦ X⃖ði−1Þ

g X⃗ðiþ1Þ
g : ð39Þ

This is a generalized domain-wall duality. Applying the
duality to each of our SSB Hamiltonians, we find

HSSB1 ↦ −
X
i odd

X
Γ∈RepðGÞ

Tr

�
�Z†ðiþ1Þ
Γ

�
dΓ þ

X
g∈G

X⃗ðiÞ
g ;

HSSB2 ↦ −
X
i odd

X
Γ∈RepðGÞ

Tr

�
�Z†ðiÞ
Γ :�Zðiþ1Þ

Γ :�Zðiþ2Þ
Γ

�
dΓ

þ
X
g∈G

X⃖ði−1Þ
g X⃗ðiÞ

g X⃗ðiþ1Þ
g ¼ HC: ð40Þ

Notice that HSSB2 maps to HC under the KW duality,
while HSSB1 maps to a Hamiltonian with unique ground
state jψ0i ≔ j1; e; 1; e;…i, our reference G × RepðGÞ-
symmetric product state.
We can use this duality to prove that theG-cluster state is

not in the same phase as the symmetric product state as
follows: Because HSSB1 and HSSB2 exhibit different pat-
terns of spontaneous symmetry breaking, they belong to
different phases. We have just shown that these
Hamiltonians are mapped under the KW duality into the
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product-state Hamiltonian andG-cluster-state Hamiltonian,
respectively. If there were a symmetric path connecting the
G-cluster state to the product state, then pushing this path
through the KW duality would give a symmetric path
connecting the two SSB states, which contradicts the fact
that they belong to distinct phases. This implies that there
does not exist a symmetric path connecting the cluster state
to the product state, so that they must be in separate phases.
We can conclude that jCi belongs to a distinct fusion
category SPT phase from the symmetric product state.
We can further argue that the fusion category SPT phase

to which the G belongs is robust to weak symmetric
local perturbations. Consider such a perturbation
δHG×RepðGÞ, where the subscript denotes the symmetry
respected by the perturbation. Beginning with HC, the
perturbed Hamiltonian becomes

H0
C ¼ HC þ δHG×RepðGÞ: ð41Þ

We want to know whether H0
C describes the same phase as

HC, for any choice of δHG×RepðGÞ, which is equivalent to
saying that the perturbation does not close the gap. Because

local symmetric operators are mapped to local symmetric
operators through the KW duality [151], we can map H0

C to

H0
SSB1 ¼ HSSB1 þ δHG×G; ð42Þ

where HG×G is a local G ×G-symmetric perturbation. We
know that the SSB order of HSSB1 is robust to local
symmetric perturbations, so we can conclude that the

FIG. 2. A depiction of the KW duality and quantum circuits
relating the phases tabulated in Table III. Note that the quantum
circuits themselves defined in Eq. (37) and Eq. (23) are also
related through the KW duality.

TABLE III. A summary of the four quantum phases involved in the duality argument. The double arrow in the ZZZZ stabilizers of
SSB2 reflects the fact that the operators corresponding to the third and fourth sites appear in reverse order in the virtual space matrix
product; see Eq. (34). The data associated with each phase can be derived from the data of any other phase using the quantum circuits
and dualities laid out in Fig. 2.
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ground states of HSSB1 and H0
SSB1 lie in the same phase.

From this, we know that the ground states of the
Hamiltonians they map into under the KW duality, namely,
HC and H0

C, lie in the same phase. This means that the SPT
order in jCi is robust; in particular, its ground-state
degeneracy—to be discussed in the following section—is
robust to local symmetric perturbations. We verify robust-
ness of ground-state degeneracy numerically for the sim-
plest non-Abelian case in Sec. VI A.

V. SIGNATURES OF SPT ORDER

In this section, we discuss how characteristic signatures
of SPT order generalize to the context of fusion category
symmetry. For a review of the qubit results which are
generalized here, see Appendix A.

A. Edge modes and ground-state degeneracy

One-dimensional SPTs on open chains with on-site
group symmetry action support edge modes that are robust
to local symmetric perturbations. These edge modes are
responsible for the ground-state degeneracy of these
phases. In the bosonic case, the edge modes transform
as a projective representation of the global symmetryG and
can be identified with elements of the second cohomology
groupH2(G;Uð1Þ) [58,123,129], which in turn provides a
classification of 1D bosonic G SPTs.
We can detect the presence of edge modes by acting on

the state jCiwith the global symmetries A⃖g and B̂Γ. We find
that the action of the global symmetries pulls through to the
virtual level and reduces to operators acting only on the
edge Hilbert spaces HL and HR:

where . From this dia-
grammatic derivation, we can read off the edge modes:

G∶ X⃖ðLÞ
g X⃖ðRÞ

g ; RepðGÞ∶½�ZðLÞ
Γ :�Z†ðRÞ

Γ �αβ; ð43Þ

which act on HL ⊗ HR. We have written X⃖ðLÞ
g rather than

X⃖ðLÞ†
g because hψLjX⃖ðLÞ†

g ↦ X⃖ðLÞ
g jψLi. It is also possible to

derive the existence of edge modes without knowing the
form of the ground state, using only the stabilizer
Hamiltonian Eq. (27) (see Appendix F).
Notice that the edge modes acting on each edge do not

commute with one another:

X⃖ðLÞ
g

�
�ZðLÞ
Γ :�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

�
αβ

¼
�
�ZðLÞ
Γ :ΓðgÞ:�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

�
αβ

X⃖ðLÞ
g ;

X⃖ðRÞ
g

�
�ZðLÞ
Γ :�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

�
αβ

¼
�
�ZðLÞ
Γ :ΓðḡÞ:�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

�
αβ

X⃖ðRÞ
g : ð44Þ

In the qubit case, the edge modes fail to commute up to a
phase of �1, reflecting the fact that the edge modes
generate the Pauli matrices, a projective representation of
Z2 × Z2. Here, we find that the edge modes for group-
valued qudits fail to commute up to a matrix ΓðgÞ or ΓðḡÞ.
However, the total edge operators—the product of the left
and right operators—still commute,

X⃖ðLÞ
g X⃖ðRÞ

g

�
�ZðLÞ
Γ :�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

�
αβ

¼
�
�ZðLÞ
Γ :�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

�
αβ

X⃖ðLÞ
g X⃖ðRÞ

g ; ð45Þ

because the extra factors of ΓðgÞ and ΓðḡÞmeet between the
�Z operators and multiply to the identity.

These edge modes are also manifest in the wave
functions of the ground states. On an open chain, the
ground-state manifold is spanned by jGj2 basis states
given by

jg1i
�
N
X
g2

� � �
X
gN−1

jg1ḡ2ijg2i � � � jgN−1ḡNi
�
jgNi ð46Þ

for g1; gN ∈G. We can denote the state in Eq. (46) by

jgðLÞ1 ; gðRÞN i. Notice that these states, expressed as matrix
product states, exhibit the same bulk structure subject to
different boundary conditions.
Let us show that the symmetry action of A⃖g and B̂Γαβ

on
the edge modes given in Eq. (43) can map between all basis
states. This can be seen by performing a basis trans-
formation by the unitary CX⃖ðL;RÞ, which maps

X⃖ðLÞ
g X⃖ðRÞ

g ↦ X⃖ðLÞ
g ;

�
�ZðLÞ
Γ :�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

�
αβ

↦

�
�Z†ðRÞ
Γ

�
αβ

: ð47Þ

In this new basis, we may start with the basis state
jeðLÞ; 1ðRÞi ¼Pg∈G jeðLÞ; gðRÞi. Then by acting with each
symmetry, we find

A⃖gB̂Γαβ
jeðLÞ; 1ðRÞi ¼ jgðLÞ;ΓðRÞ

αβ i: ð48Þ

Since jgðLÞ;ΓðRÞ
αβ i forms an orthonormal basis for

C½G� ⊗ C½G�, we have jGj2 ground states.
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B. String order parameters

A large class of SPTs admit a nonlocal or string
order parameter which can effectively detect SPT order
[130–134] (see Ref. [154] for an exception). We can derive
two families of string order parameters for the G-cluster
state by mapping the order and disorder parameters in
SSB2 through the KW duality. Because these parameters
distinguish SSB1 from SSB2 on one side of the duality, we
expect that they will be able to distinguish jψ0i from jCi on
the other side.
The Z-type string order parameter can be derived by

mapping the order parameter from SSB2. It consists of a

string of�ZΓ on even sites, with a�Z†
Γ and�ZΓ on the odd sites

preceding and following the string, respectively:

Ŝði;kÞ
�Z ¼

X
Γ≠1

dΓ
jGj − 1

Tr

�
�Z†ðiÞ
Γ :

�Yk−1
j¼0

�Zðiþ1þ2jÞ
Γ

�
:�Zðiþ2kÞ

Γ

�
;

ð49Þ
where the superscript indexes the left end point i and the

length 2kþ 1 of the string operator. Notice also that Ŝði;kÞ
�Z is

Hermitian, so that its expectation value will always be real.

Diagrammatically, Ŝði;kÞ
�Z acts on the G-cluster state as

ð50Þ

as
P

Γ d
2
Γ ¼ jGj so that

P
Γ≠1 d

2
Γ ¼ jGj − 1. We can then

conclude that hCjŜ�ZjCi ¼ 1, as expected for a (string) order
parameter.
We will now show that the expectation value of Ŝði;kÞ

�Z in
the G × RepðGÞ-symmetric product state jψ0i is zero, so

that Ŝði;kÞ
�Z can be used to detect the SPT order in jCi. First,

recall that the summation of the trace of a Z operator over
all irreps projects the argument to the identity element [see

Eq. (14)]. We can use this to relate Ŝði;kÞ
�Z to the delta

function on G:

Ŝði;kÞ
�Z ¼ jGj

jGj − 1
δG
e;gið
Q

k−1
j¼0

giþ1þ2jÞgiþ2k
−

1

jGj − 1
: ð51Þ

It directly follows that indeed hψ0jŜZ jψ0i ¼ 0, the details
of which can be found in Appendix G.
The X-type string order parameter can be derived by

mapping the disorder parameter from SSB2 through the

KW duality. It consists of a string of X⃖g on odd sites and X
↔

g

on even sites, with an X⃗g and X⃖gX⃖g on the sites preceding
and following the string, respectively:

Ŝði;kÞ
X ¼ 1

jGj−1

X
g≠e

X⃖ðiÞ
g X⃗ðiþ1Þ

g

�Yk−1
j¼1

X
↔ðiþ2jÞ

g X⃗ðiþ1þ2jÞ
g

�
X⃗ðiþ2kÞ
g ;

ð52Þ

where the superscript indexes the left end point i and the

length 2kþ 1 of the string operator. Note that Ŝði;kÞ
X begins

on an even site.
Because jCi is a þ1 eigenstate of each term in the

summand and there are jGj−1 terms, we have hCjŜXjCi¼1.
Furthermore, it is straightforward to see that each term in the

summand has expectation value zero in jψ0i because factors
of hejgi ¼ δGe;g appear and the sum is over g ≠ e. This allows

us to conclude that hψ0jŜði;kÞ
X jψ0i ¼ 0, so that Ŝði;kÞ

X can also
be used to detect the SPT order in jCi.

C. Topological response

Topologically ordered and SPT states are known to
pump quantized symmetry charge in response to the
insertion of symmetry flux. This is known as charge-flux
attachment [136] or topological response [137]. The most
well-known example of topological response is the quan-
tum Hall effect, in which U(1) symmetry flux in the form of
magnetic flux induces an accumulation of U(1) symmetry
charge in the form of electric charge [135]. The quantized
response in that case is the Hall conductivity. Topological
response is an important signature which can distinguish
SPT order from trivial order, the latter hosting no quantized
response.
In the case of Abelian G, the response can be under-

stood from the perspective of the decorated domain-
wall construction of the cluster state [155]. The wave
function of the Z2 × Z2 cluster state can be understood as
charges of the first Z2 decorated on the domain walls of
the second Z2. Threading a Z2 flux creates a single
domain wall from which we can detect the charge of the
other Z2 (see Appendix A 6 for further details). We will
now see how this generalizes in the case of the G cluster
state [156].
In order to define flux insertion for a 1D SPT, we place

the state on a ring with periodic boundary conditions.
Threading flux through a state on a ring is equivalent to
twisting the boundary condition [138]. Threading a g flux
through jCi has the effect of inserting a g domain wall
between the first and last sites:
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jCgi ≔ N
X
gi ∈G

jg1ijg1ḡ2ijg2i � � � jgN−1gḡ1i; ð53Þ

where jCgi is the G-cluster state on a ring with g flux
inserted. Diagrammatically, this operation corresponds to
inserting an X-type operator on the virtual space:

ð54Þ

We now want to show that the system responds to the
insertion ofG flux by pumping a nontrivial RepðGÞ charge.
The charge of jCi under B̂Γ is 1 because jCi is RepðGÞ
symmetric. If we act with B̂Γ on jCgi and find an eigenvalue
other than 1, then we say that jCgi is nontrivially charged
under the RepðGÞ symmetry. Indeed, we find

B̂ΓjCgi ¼ Tr

�Y
i even

�ZðiÞ
Γ

�
jCgi ¼ Tr½ΓðgÞ�jCgi: ð55Þ

We see that the insertion of g flux induces a response given
by the character of g: Tr½ΓðgÞ�. This also implies the
response depends only on the conjugacy class of g, since
characters are invariant on conjugacy classes.
It is also interesting to note that jCgi is an eigenstate of B̂Γ;

i.e., it transforms as a one-dimensional irrep of the fusion
category RepðGÞ. In general, states which are charged under
a symmetry will transform as some irrep of the symmetry. In
this case, the irreps of RepðGÞ are labeled by group elements
due to Tannaka-Krein duality [157]; see alsoRef. [160]. This
can be understood by considering the following (reducible)
representation R of RepðGÞ:

R∶RepðGÞ → GLjGjðCÞ;
Γ ↦ Tr½�ZΓ�: ð56Þ

As can be readily verified, the matrices RΓ ¼ Tr½�ZΓ�
respect the fusion rules of the fusion category and therefore
form a representation of the category. However, notice that

Tr½�ZΓ� ¼
X
g

Tr½ΓðgÞ�jgihgj ð57Þ

is diagonal for every Γ∈RepðGÞ. This tells us that the jGj-
dimensional representation R is actually decomposable
into jGj one-dimensional representations. We denote the
inequivalent representations as R½g�, labeled by the con-
jugacy classes ½g� ofG, and each representation potentially
appears multiple times in the decomposition. In particular,
we have

R ¼ ⨁
½g�∈G

j½g�jR½g�;

R½g�
Γ ¼ Tr½ΓðgÞ�;

ð58Þ

where j½g�j is a multiplicity factor equal to the number of
elements in the conjugacy class ½g�. ThemapsR½g� all satisfy
the fusion rules of the fusion category and are one-
dimensional, therefore they are irreps. These are precisely
the irreps in which jCgi transforms under B̂Γ.
We can similarly thread a Γαβ flux through jCi between

the first and last sites, yielding

jCΓαβ
i ≔ N

X
gi ∈G

½Γðg1Þ�αβjg1ijg1ḡ2ijg2i � � � jgN−1ḡ1i: ð59Þ

Diagrammatically, this corresponds to inserting a �Z-type
operator in the virtual space:

ð60Þ

We would like to understand how the state responds to the
insertion of Γαβ flux, so we act on it with A⃖g, the repre-
sentation of the G symmetry. We see that jCΓαβ

i transforms
under this family of global X-type symmetries:

A⃖gjCΓαβ
i ¼ N

X
gi ∈G

½Γðg1gÞ�αβjg1ijg1ḡ2ijg2i � � � jgN−1ḡ1i

¼
X
γ

½ΓðgÞ�γβjCΓαγ
i: ð61Þ

Holding α fixed, the states fjCΓαβ
i∶β ¼ 1;…; dΓg

transform in the irrep Γ under the action of A⃖g. There
are dΓ different values α can take, so in total the
states fjCΓαβ

i∶α; β ¼ 1;…; dΓg transform as the direct
sum of dΓ copies of Γ, which we denote dΓΓ. This is
the nontrivial topological G response to the insertion of
RepðGÞ flux.
The product state jψ0i is unaffected by the insertion of

symmetry flux. This can be understood as arising from
the fact that jψ0i is a product state, with only single-site
terms in its stabilizer Hamiltonian. Because there are not
any terms which span two sites, there are no terms to
modify through flux insertion between the sites. Clearly,
then, the product state does not have any charge response
to the insertion of symmetry flux. This is yet another
signature which distinguishes the state jCi from the
product state.

VI. DIHEDRAL EXAMPLE: G=D3

We now turn to an example to illustrate the points of the
previous section in a more concrete setting. We choose
G ¼ D3 ¼ Z3 ⋊ Z2, as this is the smallest non-Abelian
group. It can be thought of as the symmetry group of an
equilateral triangle, which consists of rotations by multiples
of 2π=3 (R∈Z3) and reflections (S∈Z2). It is a semidirect
product, rather than a direct product, because the rotations
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and reflections do not commute. The group multiplication
table is given by

There are three irreducible representations of D3: the
trivial irrep 1, the sign irrep Γs, and the 2D irrep Γ2D. They
are given by

1 Γs Γ2D

e 1 1

�
1 0

0 1

�
;

R 1 1

 
− 1

2
−
ffiffi
3

p
2ffiffi

3
p
2

− 1
2

!
;

R2 1 1

 
− 1

2

ffiffi
3

p
2

−
ffiffi
3

p
2

− 1
2

!
;

S 1 −1

 
1
2

−
ffiffi
3

p
2

−
ffiffi
3

p
2

− 1
2

!
;

SR 1 −1
�−1 0

0 1

�
;

SR2 1 −1

 
1
2

ffiffi
3

p
2ffiffi

3
p
2

− 1
2

!
:

ð62Þ

We can also consider the tensor product of irreps, which
decomposes into direct sums of irreps according to the rules
of RepðD3Þ:

RepðD3Þ ∶

⊗ 1 Γs Γ2D

1 1 Γs Γ2D

Γs Γs 1 Γ2D

Γ2D Γ2D Γ2D 1 ⊕ Γs ⊕ Γ2D:

Notice that 1 and Γs have inverses in the conventional
sense, while Γ2D does not. This means that �ZΓ2D

does not
have an inverse, so that the RepðD3Þ symmetry is non-
invertible. Namely,

Tr½�ZΓ2D
�Tr½�ZΓ2D

� ¼ Tr½�Z1� þ Tr½�ZΓs
� þ Tr½�ZΓ2D

� ≠ 1: ð63Þ

More explicitly, consider the Tr½�ZΓ2D
� operator acting on a

single site:

Tr½�ZΓ2D
� ¼

0
BBBBBBBBB@

2 0 0 0 0 0

0 −1 0 0 0 0

0 0 −1 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

1
CCCCCCCCCA
: ð64Þ

Clearly this matrix has determinant zero and is therefore not
invertible.

A. Ground-state degeneracy

With this concrete model in hand, we explored several of
the features discussed above numerically by constructing
the Hamiltonian Eq. (27) and finding ground states using
DMRG in ITensor [161]. We found jD3j2 ¼ 36 ground
states, consistent with the presence of a group-valued qudit
at each edge.
We then tested the stability of the phase under random

symmetric single-site perturbations. We formed the odd
sublattice perturbations by first selecting a random
Hermitian matrix Oodd then symmetrizing it under D3:

Osym
odd ¼

X
g∈D3

X⃖gOoddX⃖
†
g: ð65Þ

Symmetrizing an operator with respect to an MPO
symmetry is more subtle, but one can derive using
category-theoretic methods that the most general single-
site operator preserving RepðGÞ symmetry is a random
real diagonal matrix [162]. We selected such a matrix
Osym

even as our even sublattice perturbation and considered
the Hamiltonian

H0
C ¼ HC − α

X
i odd

OsymðiÞ
odd − α

X
i even

OsymðiÞ
even ; ð66Þ

where α is the strength of the perturbation. For a
symmetric perturbation with fixed small α, we expect
that the ground-state degeneracy is split by Δ ∼ e−N for
finite system size N. In the thermodynamic limit, Δ → 0
and the degeneracy is restored. This is illustrated
in Fig. 3.

B. Entanglement spectrum degeneracy

We have also studied numerically the entanglement
spectrum. Entanglement spectrum degeneracy is another
signature of SPT order which arises from the projective
action of the symmetry at the edge [163,164]. For a
bipartitioned state jψABi∈HA ⊗ HB, the entanglement
spectrum is defined as the eigenspectrum of the reduced
density matrix ρA ¼ TrB½jψABihψABj�.
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We can identify the subsystems A and B with the
left and right halves of an infinite chain. In order to
calculate the entanglement spectrum of the chain, we
would trace out one half of the chain, introducing a
boundary of the remaining half-infinite chain where the
two halves met. Because SPT states support unpinned
degrees of freedom at their boundaries, we expect
degeneracy in the energy spectrum of the remaining
half-infinite chain, and therefore in the entanglement
spectrum.
Numerically, we of course have access to only chains

of finite length. However, we can think of the tensors
deep in the bulk of a long-but-finite chain as
approximating the tensors of an infinite chain, with the
approximation converging as a function of the
system size. Accordingly, we can use a tensor deep in
the bulk to calculate the entanglement spectrum degen-
eracy of the finite chain, the results of which are plotted in
Fig. 4. In particular, we plot the normalized splitting
between the largest eigenvalue λ1 and sixth largest
eigenvalue λ6 in the entanglement spectrum of the ground
state of the perturbed H0

C on open chains of various
lengths. We find that this splitting tends to zero in the
thermodynamic limit, indicative of a sixfold entangle-
ment spectrum degeneracy. This is consistent with the
physical picture of an unpinned D3 qudit hosted at
the edge.

C. Topological response

Recall from Sec. V C that the G-cluster state exhibits a
topological response to the insertion of symmetry charge
when placed on a ring. In this section, we discuss in more
detail the case G ¼ D3. In particular, we have

B̂ΓjCgi ¼ ½ΓðgÞ�αβjCgi; for all g∈D3; Γ∈RepðD3Þ;
A⃖gjCΓi ¼ ΓðgÞjCΓi; for all g∈D3; Γ∈ f1;Γsg;

ð67Þ

where the ΓðgÞ and ½ΓðgÞ�αβ are given in Eq. (62). The only
case not covered in Eq. (67) is the response to the insertion
of ½Γ2D�αβ flux. In this case, the charge of the state jC½Γ2D�αβi
under A⃖g is non-Abelian in character; i.e., we have a
multiplet of states

fjC½Γ2D�αβi∶α; β ¼ 1; 2g ð68Þ

transforming in the four-dimensional reducible representa-
tion Γ2D ⊕ Γ2D.
We can see explicitly that this is the case. If we define the

matrices Mg via

½Mg�ðα;βÞ;ðα0;β0Þ ≔ hC½Γ2D�α0β0 jA⃖gjC½Γ2D�αβi; ð69Þ

then we can use Eq. (59)(62) to compute

FIG. 3. Perturbed H0
C. We have numerically calculated the spectrum of H0

C on open chains of even sizes between N ¼ 8 and N ¼ 20,
with the spectrum for the smallest and largest chains plotted. We have set α ¼ 4 × 10−2. The inset of the rightmost plot shows the same
data on a log-linear scale with line of best fit in order to more obviously illustrate the exponential decay.

FIG. 4. Numerical results for the normalized splitting between
the largest eigenvalue λ1 and sixth largest eigenvalue λ6 in the
entanglement spectrum of the ground state of Eq. (66) on open
chains of various lengths N, and as a function of the strength of
symmetric noise α.
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Me ¼

0
BBB@
1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 1 0

0 0 0 1

1
CCCA¼Γ2DðeÞ⊕Γ2DðeÞ;

MR ¼

0
BBBBBB@

−1
2

−
ffiffi
3

p
2

0 0ffiffi
3

p
2

−1
2

0 0

0 0 −1
2

−
ffiffi
3

p
2

0 0
ffiffi
3

p
2

−1
2

1
CCCCCCA

¼Γ2DðRÞ⊕Γ2DðRÞ;

MR2 ¼

0
BBBBBB@

−1
2

ffiffi
3

p
2

0 0

−
ffiffi
3

p
2

−1
2

0 0

0 0 −1
2

ffiffi
3

p
2

0 0 −
ffiffi
3

p
2

−1
2

1
CCCCCCA

¼Γ2DðR2Þ⊕Γ2DðR2Þ;

MS ¼

0
BBB@
−1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 −1 0

0 0 0 1

1
CCCA¼Γ2DðSÞ⊕Γ2DðSÞ;

MSR¼

0
BBBBBB@

1
2

−
ffiffi
3

p
2

0 0

−
ffiffi
3

p
2

−1
2

0 0

0 0 1
2

−
ffiffi
3

p
2

0 0 −
ffiffi
3

p
2

−1
2

1
CCCCCCA

¼Γ2DðSRÞ⊕Γ2DðSRÞ;

MSR2 ¼

0
BBBBBB@

1
2

ffiffi
3

p
2

0 0ffiffi
3

p
2

−1
2

0 0

0 0 1
2

ffiffi
3

p
2

0 0
ffiffi
3

p
2

−1
2

1
CCCCCCA

¼Γ2DðSR2Þ⊕Γ2DðSR2Þ:

As expected, we find that the states fjC½Γ2D�αβi∶α; β ¼ 1; 2g
transform in the reducible representation Γ2D ⊕ Γ2D. This
is a special case of the fact that in general, a G-cluster state
with Γαβ flux inserted transforms as dΓΓ; namely, dΓ copies
of the direct sum of Γ.

VII. REPEATED ACTION OF UC

By repeatedly applying the state preparation unitary to
jψ0i, we can define a family of SPT states jCni ≔
ðUCÞnjψ0i with the same symmetry and different projective
actions. We find

jCni ¼ N
X
fgig

jg1ijðg1Þnðḡ2Þnijg2i � � � jðgN−1ÞnðḡNÞnijgNi:

ð70Þ

The MPS tensors for this state are given by

ð71Þ

on odd and even sites, respectively. The even sites are the
same as those of jCi and are denoted the same. The odd
sites differ, so we introduce the above numbered tensor.
This tensor satisfies

This state is still GR × RepðGÞ symmetric, with sym-
metry operators A⃖g and B̂Γ. We can repeat the analysis of
Sec. VA to determine the edge modes of this new state:

From this diagrammatic derivation, we can read off the
edge modes
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G∶ X⃖ðLÞ
gn X⃖ðRÞ

gn ; RepðGÞ∶
h
�ZðLÞ
Γ :�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

i
αβ
; ð72Þ

which satisfy the commutation relations

X⃖ðLÞ
gn

h
�ZðLÞ
Γ :�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

i
αβ

¼
h
�ZðLÞ
Γ :ΓðgnÞ:�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

i
αβ
X⃖ðLÞ
gn ;

X⃖ðRÞ
gn

h
�ZðLÞ
Γ :�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

i
αβ

¼
h
�ZðLÞ
Γ :ΓðgnÞ:�Z†ðRÞ

Γ

i
αβ
X⃖ðRÞ
gn : ð73Þ

Let n� be the exponent of the group defined to be the
least common multiple of the order of each element in the
group. This implies that gn� ¼ e for all g∈G, and n� is
the smallest integer for which this is true. When n ¼ n�, we
have

jCn� i ¼ j1; e; 1;…; 1; e; 1i ¼ jψ0i: ð74Þ

This shows that applying UC to jψ0in� times returns jψ0i.
This can also be seen in the fact that the edge mode algebra
Eq. (73) trivializes—that is, the edge operators all commute
—when n ¼ n�. We can therefore create a family of n� SPT
states with symmetry GR × RepðGÞ by repeatedly applying
UC. In the case of Abelian G, these states give rise to
distinct SPT phases, and moreover realizes all SPT states
that require protection by both G and RepðGÞ. When G is
non-Abelian, analysis of the fiber functors (i.e., short-range
entangled phases [66]) of G × RepðGÞ leads to the con-
clusion that there are additional G × RepðGÞ SPTs beyond
the states jCni. For example, the SPTs could be distinct
when protected individually by only G or RepðGÞ.
Furthermore, the states jCni do not necessarily belong
to n� unique phases for general G. We comment on the
G ¼ D3 case in Appendix I 1 and leave a more detailed
study of these SPTs to future work.

VIII. UTILITY FOR MEASUREMENT-BASED
QUANTUM COMPUTATION

MBQC is an alternative paradigm for quantum comput-
ing which enacts unitary gates through measurement.
Unlike traditional methods of quantum computation,
MBQC begins with a highly entangled resource state,
rather than generating entanglement during the computa-
tion. The choice of measurement basis enables the quantum
programmer to implement particular unitary gates (often up
to probabilistic by-products) and is in general conditioned
on outcomes of earlier measurements. Recently, it has also
been shown that MBQC can be formulated in terms of a
gauge theory [165].
Cluster states were the first states used for MBQC, and

they remain the paradigmatic resource state [60,141–143].
Later works have shown that the computational power of
cluster states is intimately related to their SPT order, such
that entire SPT phases are equivalent resource states for
MBQC [102,144,146,166,167]. This observation has given
rise to the notion of computational phases of matter,

significantly expanding the conception of what can be
an MBQC resource state. Because of the correspondence
between SPT order and MBQC universality, we expect that
the G-cluster state should be useful as an MBQC re-
source state.
In this section, we will present an algorithm for MBQC

on G-cluster states based on Abelian groups and non-
Abelian groups which are semidirect products of Abelian
groups, as well as lay out the idea to perform MBQC when
G is a solvable group: a group formed via extensions of
Abelian groups. The Abelian case is relatively straightfor-
ward, and we will show that the more complex cases can be
understood as several parallel instances of the Abelian case.

A. MBQC with MPS

The language of matrix-product states naturally provides
an elegant implementation of MBQC in 1D [139,140]. This
is called the correlation or virtual space picture of MBQC.
In this picture, the logical qudit is the state in the virtual
space encoding the boundary condition on the right end of
the chain, and the computation takes place in the vir-
tual space.
Consider an MPS

jψi ¼
X
fgig

hvLjAð1Þ
g1 � � �AðnÞ

gn jvRijg1;…; gni; ð75Þ

where jvRi is the right boundary condition and logical
qudit. If we measure the physical qudit at site n and obtain
the outcome jsi, we find that the new state is

jψi⟶jsi
X
fgig

hvLjAð1Þ
g1 � � �Aðn−1Þ

gn−1 AðnÞ
s jvRijg1;…; gn−1ijsi;

ð76Þ

where An
s ¼

P
gnhsjgniA

ðnÞ
gn . We can think of the n − 1

qudits which we have not yet measured as an MPS

jψ 0i ¼
X
fgig

hvLjAð1Þ
g1 � � �Aðn−1Þ

gn−1 jv0Rijg1;…; gn−1i; ð77Þ

where jv0Ri ≔ AðnÞ
s jvRi.

We see that this measurement effectively acts on the
virtual state jvRi with the operator AðnÞ

s , yielding the state

jv0Ri ≔ AðnÞ
s jvRi. The evolution from jvRi to jv0Ri is one

step of computation within the MBQC paradigm, akin to
one layer of a quantum circuit. An MPS is said to be
universal if this evolution can be used to apply any SUðχÞ
gate, where χ is the dimension of the virtual space.

B. G-cluster state as an MBQC resource state

Recall the explicit form of the MPS tensors for the
G-cluster state:
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ð78Þ

If we measure this state in the irrep matrix element basis on
odd sites and group basis on even sites, we find the action
on the virtual Hilbert space to be

Odd∶ jvRi⟶
jΓαβi ½�ZΓ�αβjvRi;

Even∶ jvRi⟶
jgi

X⃗gjvRi; ð79Þ

where jΓαβi and jgi are the measurement outcomes.
Diagrammatically, we can write this as

ð80Þ

This poses a complication: The Z-type Pauli errors are
not in general unitary, and the X-type Pauli errors do not in
general commute. This renders the straightforward gener-
alization of the Abelian protocol intractable. However, we
find that theG-cluster state is still universal for MBQC for a
wide class of non-Abelian groups, though some additional
modifications from the Abelian case must be made.

1. Warm-up: G Abelian

We first show that the G-cluster state is universal when
the group is Abelian. Here, we generalize the construction
in Ref. [168] for performing MBQC with the qudit cluster
state. We translate the protocol to the correlation space
picture of MBQC and generalized from qudits ðG ¼ ZdÞ to
arbitrary Abelian G.
Implementing gates virtually. The universal single-

group-valued qudit gate set which we want to implement
virtually is

RG ¼
n
Rð�Þ
g ðθÞ; Rð�Þ

Γ ðθÞ∶g∈G;Γ∈RepðGÞ
o
; ð81Þ

where θ∈Uð1Þ is a rotation angle. The rotation operators
are given by

R⃗ð�Þ
g ðθÞ ¼

8>><
>>:

eiθðX⃗gþX⃗ḡÞ; g ≠ ḡ;þ;

e−θðX⃗g−X⃗ḡÞ; g ≠ ḡ;−;

eiθX⃗g ; g ¼ ḡ;

;

Rð�Þ
Γ ðθÞ ¼

8>><
>>:

eiθð�ZΓþ�Z†
ΓÞ; Γ complex;þ;

e−θð�ZΓ−�Z†
ΓÞ; Γ complex;−;

eiθ�ZΓ ; Γ real:

: ð82Þ

We prove in Appendix H 2 that this gate set is indeed
universal for a single-group-valued qudit.
We will now explain how to implement any gate in RG

on the virtual level by measuring the G-cluster state in
appropriately rotated bases. Essential to this protocol is the
fact that we can implement these gates on the virtual level
by applying an appropriate unitary to the physical legs. In
particular, we find that

ð83Þ

where R⃖ð�Þ
g is defined as in Eq. (82) but with right

multiplication instead of left. These relations follow
straightforwardly from Eq. (26a).
To implement the gate R⃗ð�Þ

g ðθÞ on the virtual level, we
can measure an even site in the basis fR⃖ð�Þ†

g ðθÞjhi∶h∈Gg:

ð84Þ

Similarly, to implement the gate Rð�Þ
Γ ðθÞ on the virtual

level, we can measure an odd site in the basis [169]

fRð�Þ†
Γ ðθÞjΓxi∶x∈Gg:

ð85Þ

Recalling that measuring the even and oddMPS tensors has
the following action,

ð86Þ

we see that the total effect of the rotated measurement on
the boundary state is

jvRi⟶
R⃖ð�Þ†
g ⊗Rð�Þ†

Γ jh;Γxi
X⃗hR⃗

ð�Þ
g �ZΓx

Rð�Þ
Γ jvRi: ð87Þ

We are therefore able to deterministically implement the
entire gate set RG up to group-based Pauli by-products
which are dependent on the measurement outcomes.
Adaptive measurements. Notice that Pauli by-products

lie between the logical gates in Eq. (87). We would prefer
for all logical gates to be to the right, acting on the logical
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qudit, with Pauli by-products to the left. We can ensure this
form by adapting later measurement bases to compensate
for earlier Pauli errors.

Consider an example with three sites which illustrates
the general strategy. The first measurement is performed on
an odd site in the usual basis:

ð88Þ

In order to compensate for the�ZΓx
error on the virtual level, we measure in the basis fðR⃖ð�Þ

g ðθÞZΓx
Þ†jhi∶h∈Gg, which will

propagate the error past the next logical operation:

We can use the properties of the tensors to move the �ZΓx
to the left of the next odd tensor, after which we can make a

measurement in the basis fðRð�Þ
Γ0 ðθÞX⃗h̄Þ†jhi∶h∈Gg which moves the X⃗h error to the left:

where we have used the group-based Pauli commutation
relation �ZΓx

X⃗g ¼ ΓxðgÞX⃗g�ZΓx
and multiplication of Abe-

lian irreps �ZΓx
�ZΓy

¼�ZΓxy
. Because we have taken G to be

Abelian, the factor ΓxðhÞ is a global phase which can be
discarded.
We have demonstrated the essential aspects of the

strategy, which can be employed indefinitely to perform
any number of logical operations. As desired, we see that
conditioning measurement bases on the outcomes of
previous measurements allows us to propagate all Pauli
errors to the left of the logical operators.
Outcome of computation. Once we have applied the

entire sequence of gates, we will have mapped the edge
state from jvRi to jvR;targeti, up to a global phase which we
can disregard and a Pauli by-product X⃗g0�ZΓh0 . g

0 and h0 will
be a function of the measurement outcomes and entirely
determined by the relations Eq. (26a). To correct this Pauli

error and complete the computation, we can use classical
postprocessing, or if available experimentally, act on the
physical legs of the next measurement site with

ð�Zð•Þ†
Γh0

:�Zð∘Þ
Γh0
Þð1 ⊗ X⃖ḡ0 Þ, which pulls through to �Z†

Γh0
X⃗ḡ0 :

ð89Þ

In summary, we have shown that the Abelian G-cluster
state is a suitable resource state for a universal single-group-
valued qudit MBQC. In particular, we can implement each
gate in the universal gate setRG (up to group-based Pauli by-
products) through measurements in rotated bases. We have
shown that we can use knowledge of measurement results
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and classical feedback to propagate by-products to the left
and apply a series of gates sequentially. In the next section,
we will show that only small modifications are necessary to
adapt this protocol to utilize certain non-Abelian G-cluster
states for MBQC.

2. G a semidirect product of Abelian groups

We approach non-Abelian groups by considering those
which can be constructed as semidirect products of Abelian
groups. Recently, a systematic construction of topological
order preparation through finite-depth local unitaries and
measurements was put forth in Ref. [95]. En route to their
results, the authors present a general formalism for imple-
menting KW duality on a solvable group by applying the
duality to a sequence of Abelian subgroups. In this
construction, unitaries encoding the particular extension
are intertwined between Abelian KW MPOs to form the
non-Abelian KW MPO. Groups constructed as semidirect
products of Abelian groups are a special case of solvable
groups, so we may apply these results to the present task.
Recalling that the KW MPO is simply the cluster-

state MPS with odd physical legs flipped [153], this
construction in turn provides a construction of the non-
Abelian G-cluster state in terms of Abelian cluster states
and unitaries [see Eq. (92) for a special case]. We will use
this decomposition to build up MBQC with non-Abelian
G-cluster states from the Abelian computation protocol laid
out in the preceding section.
A particularly simple class of non-Abelian groups are

those which can be constructed as a split extension of two
Abelian groups. Mathematically, we say that some groupG
is an extension of a quotient groupQ by a normal subgroup
N if there exists a short exact sequence

1 → N → G → Q → 1: ð90Þ

We say that the extension is split if G is a semidirect
product of Q and N. In this case, the decomposition of a
non-Abelian G qudit into Abelian N and Q qudits is
relatively simple, as presented in Eq. (92).

As Hilbert spaces, there exists an isomorphism C½G� ≅
C½Q� ⊗ C½N� which enables the decomposition

jgi → jqg; ngi: ð91Þ

However, this does not yet capture the fact that G is a
semidirect product of Q and N. This is encoded in the
action of Q on N given by a map σ∶Q → AutðNÞ (i.e.,
σq∶ N → N is an automorphism). We may define a unitary
operator which implements this group action as a controlled
operator Σ ¼Pq;n jq; σq½n�ihq; nj. One can show that
using this unitary, the MPS tensors can be decomposed
as [95]

ð92Þ

where the red and blue MPSs are group-cluster states
corresponding to the Abelian groupsQ andN, respectively:

ð93Þ

In order to compensate for the additional Σ operator, we
will have to only slightly modify the approach we took in
the Abelian case above.
Because of the decomposition C½G� ¼ C½Q� ⊗ C½N�, we

may perform a measurement in each factor separately.
We first measure the blue odd site in the basis:

n
ðR�

Γ1
Þ†jΓni∶Γn ∈RepðNÞ

o
: ð94Þ

The effect of this measurement is

We next measure the two central qudits so that we can explicitly counteract the gate Σ. We measure in the basisnh�
R�
Γ2

⊗ R⃖�
n1

��
1 ⊗�Z†

Γn

�
Σ†
i†jΓq; ni∶Γq ∈RepðQÞ; n∈N

o
: ð95Þ

The effect of this measurement is
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Finally, we measure the red even site in the basis

n�
R⃖�
q1
�Z†
Γq

�†���qE∶q∈Q
o
: ð96Þ

The effect of this measurement is

We now see that we can perform universal single-qudit
quantum computation in the Q and N virtual spaces
separately. Thus far, the only difference from the
Abelian case of Sec. VIII B 1 is the additional rotation
by Σ† in the measurement basis on the center two sites,
which was necessary to compensate for the Σ gate.
However, in order to achieve single-qudit universality on

the G qudit, we must achieve two-qudit universality on the
pair of Q and N qudits. Performing universal single-qudit
rotations on the Q and N virtual spaces is not sufficient; we
must also introduce a two-qudit imprimitive gate—a gate
which generates entanglement—acting between the Q and
N virtual spaces.
The imprimitive gate which we define is a controlled

multiplication acting between the groups:

Λ⃗ ≔
X
q

jqihqj ⊗ X⃗λðqÞ;

Λ⃖ ≔
X
q

jqihqj ⊗ X⃖λðqÞ; ð97Þ

where λ∶Q → N is a map from Q to N which generates
entanglement. Notice that Λ⃖ acting on the two central
qudits can be pulled from the physical legs to the virtual:

ð98Þ

We can repeat the preceding analysis and show that we
can enact Λ⃗ on the virtual space via an appropriate series of
measurements. We first measure the odd blue site in the
basis fjΓni∶Γn ∈RepðNÞg, resulting in the following
action:

Next, we measure the two center sites in the basis

nh
Λ⃖ð1 ⊗�Z†

Γn

�
Σ†
i†jΓq; ni∶Γq ∈RepðQÞ; n∈N

o
; ð99Þ

resulting in
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Finally, we measure the remaining red even site in the
basis n�

�Z†
Γq

�†jqi∶q∈Q
o
; ð100Þ

resulting in

We now see that we can implement Λ⃗ virtually by
measuring the center two sites in the basis Eq. (99). We
prove in Appendix H 1 that this gate is imprimitive so long
as λðqÞ depends nontrivially on q.
In summary, we have shown that MBQC in the case

where G is a split extension of Abelian groups can be
understood as two instances of the Abelian MBQC protocol
running in parallel. We saw that we can compensate for the
entangling gate Σ in our choice of measurement bases and
that we can generate entanglement between the two
Abelian MBQC rails via the gate Λ⃗. It is also possible
to treat the case where G is a successive split extension
involving several Abelian groups similarly, which is
depicted schematically in Fig. 5.

3. G solvable

If G is solvable, it can be constructed from Abelian
groups using extensions. The example discussed in the
previous section, namely, a group G formed via a split
extension of the Abelian groups Q and N, is a simple
example of a solvable group. For any solvable group, the
cluster-state MPS tensors can be decomposed into a set of
Abelian MPS tensors (corresponding to the set of Abelian
groups) and unitaries (capturing the details of the exten-
sions of these Abelian groups), generalizing Eq. (92). In
general, this decomposition will be of the form Fig. 6.
It is not obvious how to generalize the strategy discussed

in the previous section to this class of groups because the
unitaries in the decomposition have overlapping support.
However, because cluster states derived from solvable
groups still admit a decomposition into Abelian groups
and unitaries, we suspect that it should be possible to devise
a protocol which performs universal MBQC using such a
state as resource. We leave the details of this construction to
future work.

4. G not solvable

In the case where G is not solvable, we cannot decom-
pose G into a set of Abelian groups. We are therefore met

FIG. 5. MPS decomposition for the G-cluster state based on a
group constructed from split extensions of Abelian groups.
Different colored tensors are cluster states corresponding to
different Abelian groups and odd sites are control qudits for
even site(s).

FIG. 6. MPS decomposition for the G-cluster state based on
some solvable group. Once again, different colored tensors are
cluster states corresponding to different Abelian groups, and odd
sites are control qudits for even sites.
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with the same problems which arise when trying to design
an MBQC algorithm for non-Abelian G directly: The
Z-type Pauli errors are not in general unitary, and the X-
type Pauli errors do not in general commute. We leave the
challenge of designing an MBQC algorithm for these cases
to future work.

IX. DISCUSSION AND OUTLOOK

We have studied the G-cluster state as an SPT state
protected by a fusion category symmetry. Our contribu-
tion to the literature is a study of the microscopic
signatures of fusion category SPT order in a relatively
simple lattice model. This allows us to explore fusion
category SPT order in greater detail and with more
direct applicability to quantum information applications
than in prior works. This study would be useful in
developing a general microscopic theory of fusion
category SPTs as successful as that of group SPTs. It
also presents several technical contributions, including
graphical methods for manipulating the group-based
Pauli operators which could be useful in the study of
other exotic lattice models.

A. Group-based Pauli spin chains

Pauli spin chains are extremely versatile toy models
which, despite their simplicity, exhibit many interesting
phenomena. As we have pointed out, relatively few of these
phenomena have been generalized to group-valued Hilbert
spaces. It is beneficial to do so not only to study fusion
category symmetry as we have done, but also to design
systems with on-demand finite group symmetries, to study
gauge theories, or to design more complex quantum-
computational schemes. Group-based Pauli spin chains
also retain the properties that have made Pauli spin chains
so ubiquitous: They are simple to write down and highly
versatile.
The techniques we have used to study the G-cluster

state are highly applicable in the theoretical analysis of
other group-based Pauli spin chains. We have here
developed both diagrammatic and algebraic methods for
working with group-based Pauli spin chains, and have
already seen how to generalize symmetries, stabilizers,
and edge modes.
With spin degrees of freedom and operators comprised of

Pauli strings, spin chains are also natural models to study
on quantum hardware. This is particularly relevant for
researchers interested in quantum simulation and quantum
computing. Group-based spin chains comprise a class
of exotic models which could be realized in a quantum
simulator. A proposal already exists for encoding qudits
valued in the dihedral group D3 into quantum hardware
[170]. Such proposals also allow for any quantum-
computational protocols designed using group-valued
qudits to be implemented directly.

B. Algebraic classification of A SPTs

While classifications of fusion category SPTs in terms
of categorical data exist [66,68], it is not yet known
whether fusion categories may be classified by an alge-
braic object (such as a cohomology group), as is the case
for many conventional SPTs. The classification of 1D
bosonic SPTs protected by group symmetries in terms of
group cohomology [58,123] has been extremely success-
ful. It has been essential in formulating the connections
between SPTs and measurement-based quantum comput-
ing [144,146] and the generation of long-range entangle-
ment [153], as well as in placing SPT states within the
modern categorical understanding of topological order
[53]. It is therefore a very interesting open question to
determine whether SPTs protected by categorical sym-
metries can be classified in terms of some algebraic object.
Our discussion of edge modes in Sec. VA and of
constructing other G × RepðGÞ SPTs in Sec. VII should
shed light on this search, just as similar inquiries in group-
symmetric SPTs point toward the group cohomology
classification.
We suspect that it should be possible to derive a

classification of fusion category SPTs in terms of some
algebraic object using the methods developed in
Ref. [171]. This paper considers MPSs symmetric under
the action of MPOs, which can be cast into the language
of bimodule categories. By choosing appropriate catego-
ries to describe finite group symmetry as an MPO, this
formalism recovers the classification in terms of group
cohomology as the solution to a coupled pentagon
equation. Repeating this procedure with a different
choice of categories chosen to describe fusion category
symmetry as an MPO will return a different constraint.
We conjecture that this constraint will be a generalized
cocycle condition which should be satisfied by our
matrix “phases” ΓðgÞ. With this condition in hand, it
may then be possible to recognize it as defining some
algebraic object, just as the two-cocycle condition (and
two-coboundaries) define the second cohomology group.
It would also be of significant practical value to under-
stand how such an object is manifest microscopically, if
one exists.

C. G-cluster state as a gapped
boundary of 2D TO

We expect that the G-cluster state jCi can be
derived as a gapped boundary of the quantum double
D(G × RepðGÞ). It is known that the qubit-cluster state
can be realized as the gapped boundary of the bilayer toric
code where e1m2 andm1e2 anyons are condensed [5,172].
Similarly, the CSS-cluster state corresponds to the boun-
dary where e1e2 andm1m2 are condensed. More generally
for the group G case, we know that HSSB2 in Eq. (34)
corresponds to the gapped boundary of DðG ×GÞ where
a1ā2 condenses for all a∈DðGÞ [which corresponds to
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the trivial interface between DðGÞ and itself after
unfolding [173] ]. Performing an isomorphism relating
anyons in DðGÞ to D(RepðGÞ) on the second copy
gives a construction of the G-cluster state as a gapped
boundary of D(G × RepðGÞ). We provide a microscopic
construction relating our model to this viewpoint in
Appendix I.

D. jCi as an error-correcting code

We have repeatedly referred to jCi as a generalized
stabilizer state, and it would be interesting to study it as a
generalized stabilizer error-correcting code. One immediate
complication is that the group-based Pauli operators X⃗g, X⃖g,
and�ZΓ no longer form a group whenG is non-Abelian. It is
unclear what algebraic object these operators form under
multiplication, and this question is also directly related to
the classification of the edge modes, as the edge modes
form the same object.
Despite these complications, the stabilizers still serve

to uniquely specify the G-cluster state and could there-
fore protect information in a well-defined code space. We
leave to future work the task of rigorously defining
group-based Pauli stabilizer codes and exploring where
they may offer an advantage over traditional stabi-
lizer codes.

E. jCi as a Higgs phase of a gauge theory

It has been recently appreciated that the Zd-cluster state
is naturally thought of as the Higgs phase of a Zd-gauge
theory [174], where the even and odd sites correspond to
Zd matter and gauge fields, respectively. The two stabi-
lizers of the cluster state can then be thought of as
imposing a Gauss law of the gauge theory, while the
other realizes the Higgs condensation by proliferating
matter fields connected by Wilson loops. It would be
interesting to establish this viewpoint for non-Abelian
groups as well, both in terms of a G-gauge theory, and
perhaps more interestingly in terms of a non-invertible
gauge symmetry RepðGÞ.

F. Group-based cluster states in higher dimensions
as SPT phases

We expect the analysis in higher dimensions to be
straightforward. In particular, in d spatial dimensions,
one can construct a generalized cluster state by putting
Z-type tensors on vertices and X-type tensors on directed

edges of a cellulation of the manifold. We expect that this
cluster state is an SPT state protected by G × RepðGÞðd−1Þ
symmetry, where RepðGÞðd−1Þ is a (d − 1)-form non-
invertible symmetry.

G. jCi for Hopf algebras as SPT phases

In general, generalized cluster states can be defined for
any Hopf algebra [61]. Unlike typical anyon chains [175],
such models live in a local tensor product Hilbert space. It
would be interesting to analyze the SPT properties of these
states in full generality.
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APPENDIX A: QUBIT CSS-CLUSTER STATE

In this section, we briefly review the CSS-cluster state
defined on qubits and derive several results which are
generalized in the main text.

1. State and MPS

In the case G ¼ Z2, the G-cluster state reduces to the
qubit CSS-cluster state:

jCSSi¼ 2−N=2
X

fgig∈Z2

jg1ijg1⊕ g2ijg2i � � � jgN−1⊕ gNijgNi;

ðA1Þ

where ⊕ denotes addition modulo 2. This state can be
written as an MPS with tensors

ðA2Þ

These tensors satisfy the following identities:
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The corresponding product state is jψ0i¼jþ;0;þ;0;…i.

2. Hamiltonian and symmetries

The qubit CSS-cluster state is the ground state of the
commuting stabilizer Hamiltonian

H ¼ −
X
i odd

Xðiþ1ÞXðiþ2ÞXðiþ3Þ þ ZðiÞZðiþ1ÞZðiþ2Þ: ðA3Þ

This Hamiltonian is obtained from the usual cluster-
state stabilizers by performing a Hadamard gate on the
middle qubit of each string. This Hamiltonian has global
symmetries

Â ¼
Y
i odd

XðiÞ; B̂ ¼
Y
i even

ZðiÞ: ðA4Þ

These symmetries commute with one another and each
square to 1. Together, they form a representation of the
symmetry group Z2 × Z2.

3. Gauging the Ising model

Consider the quantum Ising model without transverse
field,

H ¼ −
X
i

ZðiÞZðiþ1Þ: ðA5Þ

X ¼Qi X
ðiÞ is a global symmetry, but XðiÞ is not a local

symmetry.However,we can promoteXðiÞ to a local symmetry

through minimal coupling to a background Z2-gauge field.
Define Pauli operators for the gauge sites X̃ði�1=2Þ; Z̃ði�1=2Þ.
The local symmetry action is given by the Gauss law
X̃ði−1=2ÞXðiÞX̃ðiþ1=2Þ, and in order for the kinetic term ZZ
to commute with the local symmetry action, it must be
minimally coupled resulting inZðiÞZ̃ðiþ1=2ÞZðiþ1Þ. Indeed, we
see that ½ZðiÞZ̃ðiþ1=2ÞZðiþ1Þ;X̃ði−1=2ÞXðiÞX̃ðiþ1=2Þ�¼0. In gen-
eral, the gauged Hamiltonian includes the gauged ZZ term, a
term energetically enforcing the gauge symmetry, and a term
enforcing zero flux. In an open 1D chain, there is no flux term
and the Hamiltonian becomes

Hgauged ¼ −
X
i

ZðiÞZ̃ðiþ1=2ÞZðiþ1Þ þ X̃ði−1=2ÞXðiÞX̃ðiþ1=2Þ:

ðA6Þ
This is precisely the Hamiltonian for the qubit CSS-cluster
state, up to a trivial rescaling of position coordinates.

4. String order parameter

In the qubit setting, the string order parameter is simply a
string of Pauli Z operators which acts on two odd sites
spaced by 2k as well as every intermediary even site:

Ŝði;kÞ ¼ ZðiÞ
�Yk−1

j¼0

Zðiþ1þ2jÞ
�
Zðiþ2kÞ: ðA7Þ

We can see diagrammatically that Ŝði;kÞ acts trivially on
the CSS-cluster state:
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ðA8Þ

so that hCSSjŜði;kÞjCSSi ¼ 1, as expected.
We can see that the product state has vanishing expectation value of the string order parameter because it has no effect on

the even sites and flips the odd end points from jþi to j−i:

Ŝði;kÞjψ0i ¼ Ŝði;kÞjþ; 0;þ; 0;…i
¼ jþ; 0;…;−i;…;−iþ2k;…i

⇒ hψ0jŜði;kÞjψ0i ¼ hþ; 0;…;þi;…;þiþ2k;…jþ; 0;…;−i;…;−iþ2k;…i
¼ 0: ðA9Þ

5. Edge modes

Consider the action of the global symmetries Â and B̂ on the qubit CSS-cluster state:

From this diagrammatic derivation, we can read off the
edge modes

Â∶XðLÞXðRÞ; B̂∶ZðLÞZðRÞ ðA10Þ

acting on the edge Hilbert space HL ⊗ HR.
Notice that

fXðLÞ; ZðLÞg ¼ fXðRÞ; ZðRÞg ¼ 0; ðA11Þ

so that the left and right operators generate the single-qubit
Pauli algebra on the left and right ends of the chain,
respectively. Recognizing that the Pauli matrices are a
projective representation of Z2 × Z2, we have found edge
modes transforming as a projective representation of the
protecting symmetry, as is expected in a 1D SPT phase with
on-site group symmetry.

6. Topological response

There is only a single nontrivial Z2-flux state, which
corresponds to g ¼ 1:

jCSS1i≔ 2−ðN−1Þ=2

×
X
gi∈Z2

jg1ijg1⊕ g2ijg2i � � � jgN−1⊕ ðg1⊕ 1Þi:

ðA12Þ

This state is obtained from jCSSi by twisting the boundary
condition from one end of the chain to the other. It acquires
a nontrivial charge under B̂:

B̂jCSS1i ¼ ð−1Þg1þg2þg2þ���þgN−1þgN−1þg1þ1jCSS1i
¼ −jCSS1i; ðA13Þ

where we have used the fact that 2gi is even for all gi in Z2.
Similarly, there is only a single nontrivial RepðZ2Þ-flux
state corresponding to the sign irrep Γ ¼ Γ−:

jCSSΓ−
i ¼ 2−ðN−1Þ=2 X

fgig∈Z2

Γ−ðg1Þjg1ijg1 ⊕ g2ijg2i � � �

× jgN−1 ⊕ g1i: ðA14Þ

We find that this state is nontrivially charged under Â:
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ÂjCSSΓ−
i ¼ 2−ðN−1Þ=2 X

fgig∈Z2

Γ−ðg1Þjg1 ⊕ 1ijg1 ⊕ g2ijg2 ⊕ 1i � � � jgN−1 ⊕ g1i

¼ 2−ðN−1Þ=2 X
fgig∈Z2

Γ−ðg1 ⊕ 1Þjg1ijg1 ⊕ g2ijg2i � � � jgN−1 ⊕ g1i ¼ −jCSSΓ−
i: ðA15Þ

Because Z2 is Abelian, it is easy to see that the response is
symmetric. That is, we find a Z2 charge of −1 in response
to RepðZ2Þ flux, and a RepðZ2Þ charge of −1 in response to
Z2 flux.
The response for the cluster state can be understood from

the perspective of charges of one Z2 symmetry decorated
on the domain wall of the other Z2 symmetry. Inserting a
flux generates a single domain wall from which we can see
the charge response [155].

APPENDIX B: ADDITIONAL SYMMETRY

In this section, we seek to better understand the full
symmetry group of the G-cluster state. There are four
symmetries acting independently, so that the total sym-
metry group is GL × GR × RepðGÞ × InnðGÞ. We would
like to understand which symmetries are actually necessary
for protection of the SPT phase. For example, it is insightful
to recall that the AKLT model [176] is a nontrivial SPT
phase when protected separately either under SO(3)

rotations or time reversal, meaning that weak local pertur-
bations which respect one subgroup while breaking the
other will not lift the degeneracy in the thermodynamic
limit. We want to understand whether a similar mechanism
is at play here for the G-cluster state.
As alluded to in the main text, this is indeed the case. If

we wish to protect the ground state degeneracy, one
sufficient subgroup to preserve is GR × RepðGÞ. This
can be understood from the fact that the full algebran

X⃖g�ZΓ∶ g∈G;Γ∈RepðGÞ
o

ðB1Þ

of aGqudit is present at each edge, as can be seen inEq. (43).
This was also confirmed numerically in the caseG ¼ D3 in
Sec. VI A by forming perturbations which respect only
GR × RepðGÞ and observing the stability of the phase.
However, GR × RepðGÞ may not be the only choice of

preserved subgroup which protects the SPT. We can repeat
the edge mode analysis for the symmetry GL:

andwe see thatwe also have an algebra ofX-type operators at
each edge. Because Z-type operators can be combined with
either left or rightX-type operators to span the full algebra of
a singleG qudit, this suggests thatGL may be able to protect
the SPT in the case where GR is broken. We leave further
exploration of this alternative to future work. We have also
not considered the role of spatial symmetries, as our
perturbations were translation invariant with the periodicity
of the unit cell. We leave this question to futurework as well.

APPENDIX C: GAUGING THE FLUX LADDER

Wecanproceed inmuch the samewas as above to gauge the
group-based classical Ising model introduced in Ref. [177] as
the flux ladder. The Hamiltonian of this model is given by

H ¼ −
X
i

X
Γ∈RepðGÞ

Tr
h
�Z†ðiÞ
Γ :�Zðiþ1Þ

Γ

i
: ðC1Þ

Notice thatH has a global symmetry X⃗g ¼
Q

i X⃗
ðiÞ
g , but X⃗ðiÞ

g is
not a local symmetry.Wecan gauge this symmetry in the usual
way, resulting in the Hamiltonian,

Hgauged ¼ −
X
i

� X
Γ∈RepðGÞ

Tr
h
�Z†ðiÞ
Γ :�Zðiþ1=2Þ

Γ :�Zðiþ1Þ
Γ

i

þ
X
g∈G

X⃖ðiþ1=2Þ
g X⃗ðiþ1Þ

g X⃗ðiþ3=2Þ
g

�
; ðC2Þ

where the half-integer sites correspond to gauge sites inserted
between theoriginalmatter sites X⃗ðiÞ

g is a symmetryofHgauged,
so we say that the gauging procedure was successful. Notice
that a trivial relabeling of indices shows that Hgauged is
equivalent to the G-cluster-state Hamiltonian.

APPENDIX D: DERIVING THE
FUSION CATEGORY SYMMETRY

Consider the product of two B̂ operators labeled by irreps
Γ1 and Γ2,

B̂Γ1
B̂Γ2

¼ Tr
�Y
i even

�ZðiÞ
Γ1

�
Tr
�Y
i even

�ZðiÞ
Γ2

�
: ðD1Þ

Recall that Tr½A�Tr½B� ¼ Tr½A ⊗ B�, so
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¼ Tr

�Y
i even

�ZðiÞ
Γ1

⊗
Y
i even

�ZðiÞ
Γ2

�
: ðD2Þ

We also know that ðABÞ ⊗ ðCDÞ ¼ ðA ⊗ CÞðB ⊗ DÞ,
so

¼ Tr

�Y
i even

�ZðiÞ
Γ1

⊗�ZðiÞ
Γ2

�
: ðD3Þ

The tensor product of irreps (of any linear representations,
in fact) can be decomposed into a direct sum of irreps

according to the fusion rules Γi ⊗ Γj ¼ ⨁kΓ
⊕N

Γk
Γm;Γj

k . We
then have

¼ Tr

�Y
i even

⨁
k
ð�ZðiÞ

Γk
Þ⊕N

Γk
Γ1 ;Γ2

�
¼ Tr

�
⨁
k

Y
i even

ð�ZðiÞ
Γk
Þ⊕N

Γk
Γ1 ;Γ2

�
:

ðD4Þ
We finally use the property that the trace of a direct sum is
the sum of the traces, so

¼
X
k

NΓk
Γ1;Γ2

Tr

�Y
i even

�ZðiÞ
Γk

�
¼
X
k

NΓk
Γ1;Γ2

B̂Γk
: ðD5Þ

We now see that

B̂Γ1
B̂Γ2

¼
X
k

NΓk
Γ1;Γ2

B̂Γk
: ðD6Þ

This means that B̂ is a fusion category symmetry.
Alternatively, this can be shown in the MPS language:

In the case where G is Abelian, the algebraic relation
(D6) reduces to a grouplike relation. One way to see that
this must be true is to recall that

dΓi
dΓj

¼
X
k

NΓk
Γi;Γj

dΓk
: ðD7Þ

For Abelian groups, all irreps are one dimensional, so for
each pair ðΓi;ΓjÞ, some NΓk

Γi;Γj
¼ 1 while the rest are zero.

This means that for G Abelian, we have

B̂Γi
B̂Γj

¼ B̂Γk
: ðD8Þ

APPENDIX E: REVIEW OF THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN CLUSTER STATE AND KW DUALITY

The Kramers-Wannier duality is a mapping which enacts

X ↔ XX; ZZ↔ Z; Z↔ ZZ �� � ; XX � ��↔ X: ðE1Þ
It is also occasionally referred to as the gauging map
because it maps a pure matter theory to the pure gauge
theory obtained by gauging the pure matter theory then

discarding the matter degrees of freedom. Note that our
convention differs from the more common convention
which exchanges ZZ and X.
It was observed in Ref. [153] that the qubit-cluster-state

MPS tensor, with odd physical legs flipped to form an
operator, realizes this duality on the symmetric sector of the
theory. Namely,

ðE2aÞ

ðE2bÞ

ðE2cÞ
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ðE2dÞ

If we generalize the tensors in Eqs. (E2a) and (E2b) from G ¼ Z2 to arbitrary non-Abelian G, we find

ðE3aÞ

ðE3bÞ

which are used to implement the duality in the main text.

APPENDIX F: EDGE MODES FROM THE HAMILTONIAN

In the main text, we used the MPS form of the G-cluster state to derive the edge modes. However, it is also possible to do
so without referring to the explicit form of the ground state, using only the stabilizer Hamiltonian. We can rewrite the action
of the global symmetries on the G-cluster state using the fact that the terms of the Hamiltonian act stabilize the G-cluster
state, so that they can be inserted into the right of the symmetry without changing its effect on the G-cluster state. Let X̂jjCi
denote the effective action of an arbitrary operator X̂ on the G-cluster state. For the X-type symmetry A⃖g, we then have

A⃖gjjCi ¼
�Y

i odd

X⃖ðiÞ
g

��
X⃖ð2Þ
g X⃗ð3Þ

g X⃗ð4Þ
g

��
X⃖ð4Þ
g X⃗ð5Þ

g X⃗ð6Þ
g

�
� � � ¼

8<
: X⃖ð1Þ

g X⃖ð2Þ
g 1ð3Þ � � � 1ðN−1ÞX⃗ðNÞ

g ; N even;

X⃖ð1Þ
g X⃖ð2Þ

g 1ð3Þ � � � 1ðN−2ÞX⃗ðN−1Þ
g X⃖ðNÞ

g ; N odd:
ðF1Þ

We can apply a similar procedure to analyze the Z-type symmetry B̂Γ:

B̂ΓjjCi ¼ Tr
hY

i even
�ZðiÞ
Γ

i���
jCi

¼

8>><
>>:

Tr
h
�Zð2Þ
Γ :�Zð4Þ

Γ : � � � :�ZðN−2Þ
Γ �ZðNÞ

Γ

i
; N even;

Tr
h
�Zð2Þ
Γ :�Zð4Þ

Γ : � � � :�ZðN−3Þ
Γ �ZðN−1Þ

Γ

i
; N odd;

¼

8>><
>>:

Tr
h�

�Zð1Þ
Γ :�Z†ð3Þ

Γ

�
:
�
�Zð3Þ
Γ :�Z†ð5Þ

Γ

�
: � � � :

�
�ZðN−3Þ
Γ :�Z†ðN−1Þ

Γ

�
:�ZðNÞ

Γ

i
; N even;

Tr
h�

�Zð1Þ
Γ :�Z†ð3Þ

Γ

�
:
�
�Zð3Þ
Γ :�Z†ð5Þ

Γ

�
: � � � :

�
�ZðN−4Þ
Γ :�Z†ðN−2Þ

Γ

�
:
�
�ZðN−2Þ
Γ :�Z†ðNÞ

Γ

�i
; N odd;

¼

8>><
>>:

Tr
h
�Zð1Þ
Γ :�Z†ðN−1Þ

Γ :�ZðNÞ
Γ

i
; N even;

Tr
h
�Zð1Þ
Γ :�Z†ðNÞ

Γ

i
; N odd;

ðF2Þ
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where we have used the fact that �ZðiÞ
Γ :�Z†ðiÞ

Γ ¼�Z†ðiÞ
Γ :�ZðiÞ

Γ ¼
1dΓ because�Z is unitary as well as the fact that for even iwe

have �ZðiÞ
Γ ¼�Zði−1Þ

Γ :�Z†ðiþ1Þ
Γ on the code space because

�Z†ði−1Þ
Γ :�ZðiÞ

Γ :�Zðiþ1Þ
Γ is a stabilizer for even i.

It is important to note that this approach has the benefit
of not relying on the explicit form of the ground state, but it
also has the drawback of not clearly illustrating how the
edge operators reduce to an action on the edge Hilbert
space, as described in the main text.

APPENDIX G: STRING ORDER PARAMETER

In this appendix, we will prove that the string
order parameter introduced in Eq. (49) of the main text
has zero expectation value in the G × RepðGÞ-symmetric
product state. We begin by proving Eq. (51) which relates
the string order parameter to the delta function on
the group.
Proof.

δG
e;ḡið
Q

k−1
j¼0

giþ1þ2jÞgiþ2k
¼
X
Γ

dΓ
jGjTr

�
�Z†ðiÞ
Γ :

�Yk−1
j¼0

�Zðiþ1þ2jÞ
Γ

�
:�Zðiþ2kÞ

Γ

�

¼ jGj − 1

jGj Ŝði;iþ2kÞ þ d1
jGjTr

�
�Z†ðiÞ
1

�Yk−1
j¼0

�Zðiþ1þ2jÞ
1

�
:�Zðiþ2kÞ

1

�

¼ jGj − 1

jGj Ŝði;iþ2kÞ þ 1

jGj
⇒ Ŝði;kÞ ¼ jGj

jGj − 1
δG
e;ḡið
Q

k−1
j¼0

giþ1þ2jÞgiþ2k
−

1

jGj − 1
: ðG1Þ

▪
We are now prepared to prove that the string order parameter has vanishing expectation value in the product state jψ0i.
Proof.

Ŝði;kÞjψ0i ¼
jGj

jGj − 1
δgi;giþ2k

jψ0i −
1

jGj − 1
jψ0i

¼ 1

jGj − 1

X
gi;giþ2k

δgi;giþ2k
j1; e;…; gi;…; giþ2k;…i − 1

jGj − 1
jψ0i

¼ 1

jGj − 1

X
gi

j1; e;…; gi;…; gi;…i − 1

jGj − 1
jψ0i

⇒ hψ0jŜði;kÞjψ0i ¼
1

jGj − 1
hψ0j

X
gi

j1; e;…; gi;…; gi;…i − 1

jGj − 1
hψ0jψ0i

¼ 1

jGj − 1
h1; 1j

X
gi

jgi; gii −
1

jGj − 1

¼ 1

jGj − 1

� jGjffiffiffiffiffiffiffijGjp
2

�
−

1

jGj − 1

¼ 0: ðG2Þ

▪
APPENDIX H: MBQC

In this appendix, we will prove two claims which
we used in our discussion of universal MBQC in the
main text.

1. Proof that Λ⃗ is imprimitive

Consider a generic separable state in C½Q� ⊗ C½N�:

jψQNi≔
�X

q∈Q

cqjqi
��X

n∈N

dnjni
�
¼

X
q∈Q;n∈N

cqdnjq;ni:

ðH1Þ

Acting on this state with Λ⃗, we find

Λ⃗jψQNi ¼
X

q∈Q;n∈N

cqdnjq; λðqÞni: ðH2Þ
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As long as λðqÞ depends nontrivially on q—that is, there
exists at least one pair q1; q2 ∈Q such that λðq1Þ ≠ λðq2Þ—
then this state is not separable, and the gate Λ⃗ is
imprimitive.

2. Proof of single-qudit universality

In this section, we will prove that the gate set RG is
universal for single-G-qudit quantum computation.
Proof—Let G be a finite Abelian group and consider the

gate set RG. We want to show that the lie algebra a
generated by the generators of the rotations in RG is
equivalent to suðjGjÞ. We can do this by calculating
commutators of elements of a and showing that this
procedure produces jGj2 independent Hermitian operators.
We will show that there exists one independent Hermitian
operator per group element besides the identity, each
irrep besides the trivial irrep, and each product thereof.
Along with the identity operator, this results in a
total of ðjGj − 1Þ þ ðjGj − 1Þ þ ðjGj − 1Þ2 þ 1 ¼ jGj2 in-
dependent Hermitian operators. It is clear from the form of
the rotations in Eq. (82) that we already have one Hermitian
operator per nontrivial group element and irrep, so we will
now proceed to construct the products of these operators by
evaluating commutators.

Case 1: Let ΓðgÞ ≠ 1. This also implies that ΓðḡÞ ≠ 1.
Case 1.1: Let g ¼ ḡ, Γ ¼ Γ†.

We have X⃗g, �ZΓ ∈ a. We can then evaluate

½X⃗g;�ZΓ� ¼ ½1 − ΓðgÞ�X⃗g�ZΓ, so that X⃗g�ZΓ ∈ a. This
commutator is nonzero becausewe have takenΓðgÞ≠1.

Case 1.2: Let g ¼ ḡ, Γ ≠ Γ†.
We have X⃗g, ð�ZΓ þ�Z†

ΓÞ, ið�ZΓ −�Z†
ΓÞ∈ a, so we can

construct the following elements of a:

h
X⃗g;�ZΓ þ�Z†

Γ

i
¼ ½1 − ΓðgÞ�X⃗gð�ZΓ þ�Z†

ΓÞ;h
X⃗g; ið�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ
i
¼ ½1 − ΓðgÞ�iX⃗gð�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ:

This means that X⃗gð�ZΓ þ�Z†
ΓÞ, iX⃗gð�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ∈ a.
We see that we generate two new basis elements,
which accounts for the fact that we have used both Γ
and Γ†.

Case 1.3: Let g ≠ ḡ, Γ ¼ Γ†.
We have ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ, iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞ,�ZΓ ∈ a, so we can

construct the following elements of a:

h
X⃗g þ X⃗†

g;�ZΓ

i
¼ ½1 − ΓðgÞ�ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ;h
iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ;�ZΓ

i
¼ ½1 − ΓðgÞ�iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ:

Therefore, ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞ�ZΓ, iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ ∈ a. As above,
we generate two new basis elements, which accounts
for the fact that we have used both g and ḡ.

Case 1.4: Let g ≠ ḡ, Γ ≠ Γ†.
We have ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ, iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞ, ð�ZΓ þ�Z†

ΓÞ,
ið�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ∈ a, so we can construct the following
elements of a:

h
ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ; ð�ZΓ þ�Z†
ΓÞ
i
¼ ½1 − ΓðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ

�
þ ½1 − ΓðḡÞ�

�
X⃗†
g�ZΓ þ X⃗g�Z†

Γ

�
;h

iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞ; ð�ZΓ þ�Z†

ΓÞ
i
¼ i½1 − ΓðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ

�
þ i½1 − ΓðḡÞ�

�
−X⃗†

g�ZΓ þ X⃗g�Z†
Γ

�
;h

ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞ; ið�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ
i
¼ i½1 − ΓðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ

�
þ i½1 − ΓðḡÞ�

�
X⃗†
g�ZΓ − X⃗g�Z†

Γ

�
;h

iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞ; ið�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ
i
¼ −½1 − ΓðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ

�
− ½1 − ΓðḡÞ�

�
−X⃗†

g�ZΓ − X⃗g�Z†
Γ

�
:

By summing these elements with various sets of coefficients, we can generate

Coefficients Sums to�
1−Re½ΓðgÞ�

½ΓðgÞ−1�½ΓðḡÞ−1� ; 0; 0;
−iIm½ΓðgÞ�

½ΓðgÞ−1�½ΓðḡÞ−1�

�
ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ þ�Z†
ΓÞ�

0; iIm½ΓðgÞ�
½ΓðgÞ−1�½ΓðḡÞ−1� ;

1−Re½ΓðgÞ�
½ΓðgÞ−1�½ΓðḡÞ−1� ; 0

�
iðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ −�Z†
ΓÞ�

0; 1−Re½ΓðgÞ�
½ΓðgÞ−1�½ΓðḡÞ−1� ;

iIm½ΓðgÞ�
½ΓðgÞ−1�½ΓðḡÞ−1� ; 0

�
iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ þ�Z†
ΓÞ�

iIm½ΓðgÞ�
½ΓðgÞ−1�½ΓðḡÞ−1� ; 0; 0;

1
2

�
1

ΓðgÞ−1 þ 1
ΓðḡÞ−1

��
ðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ −�Z†
ΓÞ:
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We can therefore conclude that ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ þ�Z†

ΓÞ,
iðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ −�Z†
ΓÞ, iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ þ�Z†
ΓÞ, ðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ
ð�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ∈ a.
Notice that when ΓðgÞ ¼ 1, the commutators in Case 1
evaluate to 0. In order to generate basis elements corre-
sponding to these combinations, we will have to circum-
vent this issue by taking further commutators.

Case 2: Let ΓðgÞ ¼ 1. By the well-known fact that
the intersection of the kernels of all irreducible
characters of a finite group is trivial [the only g∈G
such that ΓðgÞ ¼ 1 for all Γ∈ irrðGÞ is e], there exists
some irrep Γ0 such that Γ0ðgÞ ≠ 1 since g ≠ e. Because
in the case of Abelian G the irreps form an Abelian
group, there also exists some Γ00 such that Γ0Γ00 ¼ Γ.

Furthermore, because Γ0ðgÞ ≠ 1 and Γ0ðgÞΓ00ðgÞ ¼
ΓðgÞ ¼ 1, we know that Γ00ðgÞ ≠ 1.

Case 2.1: Let g ¼ ḡ, Γ ¼ Γ†. Because Γ is real, Γ0 and Γ00
must either both be real or both be complex. We will
consider these cases separately.

Case 2.1.1: Let Γ0;Γ00 real. We know that�ZΓ00 ∈ a, and we
see from Case 1 that X⃗g�ZΓ0 ∈ a. We can then evaluate

½X⃗g�ZΓ0 ;�ZΓ00 � ¼ ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�X⃗g�ZΓ, so that X⃗g�ZΓ ∈ a.
This is nonzero because Γ00ðgÞ ≠ 0, and we have used
the fact that �ZΓ0�ZΓ00 ¼ �ZΓ.

Case 2.1.2: Let Γ0;Γ00 complex. We know that X⃗gð�ZΓ0þ
�Z†
Γ0 Þ, iX⃗gð�ZΓ0−�Z†

Γ0 Þ, ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ, ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†

Γ00 Þ∈a.
This means that we can construct the following
elements of a:

h
X⃗gð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00

�
þ ½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

X⃗gð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†
Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†

Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00

�
þ i½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
−X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iX⃗gð�ZΓ0 −�Z†
Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†

Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00

�
þ i½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
−X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iX⃗gð�ZΓ0 −�Z†
Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†

Γ00 Þ
i
¼ −½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00

�
− ½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
:

By summing these four elements with appropriate coefficients 1
4
ð1;−i;−i;−1Þ, we find ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�X⃗g�ZΓ, so that X⃗g�ZΓ ∈ a.

Case 2.2: Let g ¼ ḡ, Γ ≠ Γ†. Because Γ is complex, we know that Γ0 and Γ00 cannot both be real. This leads to two
distinct cases.

Case 2.2.1: Without loss of generality, let Γ0 be real, Γ00 be complex. We know that X⃗g�ZΓ0 , ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ, ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†

Γ00 Þ∈ a.
This means that we can construct the following elements of a:

h
X⃗g�ZΓ0 ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†

Γ00 Þ
i
¼ ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗g�Z†

Γ

�
;h

X⃗g�ZΓ0 ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗g�Z†

Γ

�
:

This means that X⃗gð�ZΓ þ�Z†
ΓÞ, iX⃗gð�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ∈ a.
Case 2.2.2: Let Γ0;Γ00 complex. We know that X⃗gð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ, iX⃗gð�ZΓ0 −�Z†
Γ0 Þ, ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†

Γ00 Þ, ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†
Γ00 Þ∈ a. This means

that we can construct the following elements of a:

h
X⃗gð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�X⃗g

�
�ZΓ þ�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ�Z†

Γ þ�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

X⃗gð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†
Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†

Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�X⃗g

�
�ZΓ þ�ZΓ0†Γ00 −�Z†

Γ −�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iX⃗gð�ZΓ0 −�Z†
Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†

Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�X⃗g

�
�ZΓ −�ZΓ0†Γ00 −�Z†

Γ þ�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iX⃗gð�ZΓ0 −�Z†
Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†

Γ00 Þ
i
¼ −½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�X⃗g

�
�ZΓ −�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ�Z†

Γ −�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
:

By summing the first and last elements with the coefficients 1
2
ð1;−1Þ, we find ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�X⃗gð�ZΓ þ�Z†

ΓÞ. By summing

the second and third elements with the coefficients 1
2
ð1; 1Þ, we find ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�iX⃗gð�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ. We can therefore

conclude that X⃗gð�ZΓ þ�Z†
ΓÞ, iX⃗gð�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ∈ a.
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Case 2.3: Let g ≠ ḡ, Γ ¼ Γ†. Because Γ is complex, we know that Γ0 and Γ00 cannot both be real. This leads to two
distinct cases.

Case 2.3.1: Let Γ0;Γ00 be real. We know that ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞ�ZΓ0 , iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ0 ,�ZΓ00 ∈ a. This means that we can construct the
following elements of a:

h
ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ0 ;�ZΓ00
i
¼ ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�ZΓ

�
;h

iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞ�ZΓ0 ;�ZΓ00

i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�ZΓ

�
:

This means that ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞ�ZΓ, iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ ∈ a.
Case 2.3.2: Let Γ0;Γ00 be complex. We know that ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†
Γ0 Þ, iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†
Γ0 Þ, iðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†
Γ0 Þ,

ðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ, ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ, ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†

Γ00 Þ∈ a. This means that we can construct the following elements
of a:

h
ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†
Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†

Γ00 Þ
i
¼ ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ ½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
ðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗†
g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ i½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
ð−X⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
ðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ − X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ i½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
ð−X⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ − X⃗†
g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ −½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ − X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗†
g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
− ½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ − X⃗†
g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
ðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗†
g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ i½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
ðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ − X⃗†
g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ −½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
− ½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
ð−X⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ − X⃗†
g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

ðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ − X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗†
g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ ½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
ð−X⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

ðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
ðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ − X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ i½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
ðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
:

By summing these elements with the coefficients 1
4
ð1; 0; 0;−1; 0;−1; 1; 0Þ, we find ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ. By

summing these elements with the coefficients 1
4
ð0; 1; 1; 0; 1; 0; 0; 1Þ, we find ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ. We can

therefore conclude that ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞ�ZΓ, iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ�ZΓ ∈ a.
Case 2.4: Let g ≠ ḡ, Γ ≠ Γ†. Because Γ is complex, Γ0 and Γ00 must either both be real or both be complex. We will
consider these cases separately.
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Case 2.4.1: Without loss of generality, let Γ0 be complex, Γ00 be real. We know that ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ,
iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†
Γ0 Þ, iðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†
Γ0 Þ, ðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†
Γ0 Þ, �ZΓ00 ∈ a. This means that we can construct

the following elements of a:h
ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†
Γ0 Þ;�ZΓ00

i
¼ ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ þ X⃗†

g�ZΓ þ X⃗g�Z†
Γ

�
;h

iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ;�ZΓ00
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ − X⃗†

g�ZΓ þ X⃗g�Z†
Γ

�
;h

iðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ;�ZΓ00
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ þ X⃗†

g�ZΓ − X⃗g�Z†
Γ

�
;h

ðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ;�ZΓ00
i
¼ ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ − X⃗†

g�ZΓ − X⃗g�Z†
Γ

�
:

This means that ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ þ�Z†

ΓÞ, iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ þ�Z†

ΓÞ, iðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ, ðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ∈ a.
Case 2.4.2: Let Γ0, Γ00 be complex We know that ðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†
Γ0 Þ, iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†
Γ0 Þ, iðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†
Γ0 Þ,

ðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ, ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ, ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†

Γ00 Þ∈ a. This means that we can construct the following elements
of a: h

ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗†

g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ ½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
X⃗g�Z†

Γ þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗†

g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ i½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
−X⃗g�Z†

Γ þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ − X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗†

g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ i½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
−X⃗g�Z†

Γ þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ −½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ − X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗†

g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
− ½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
X⃗g�Z†

Γ þ X⃗†
g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗†

g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ i½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
X⃗g�Z†

Γ − X⃗†
g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 þ�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ −½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ þ X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗†

g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
− ½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
−X⃗g�Z†

Γ − X⃗†
g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

ðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ð�ZΓ00 þ�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ ½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ − X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗†

g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ ½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
−X⃗g�Z†

Γ − X⃗†
g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
;h

ðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ0 −�Z†

Γ0 Þ; ið�ZΓ00 −�Z†
Γ00 Þ
i
¼ i½1 − Γ00ðgÞ�

�
X⃗g�ZΓ − X⃗†

g�Z†
Γ − X⃗g�ZΓ0†Γ00 þ X⃗†

g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
þ i½1 − Γ00ðḡÞ�

�
X⃗g�Z†

Γ − X⃗†
g�ZΓ þ X⃗†

g�ZΓ0†Γ00 − X⃗g�ZΓ0Γ00†

�
:
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By summing these elements with various sets of coefficients, we can generate

Coefficients Sums to�
1−Re½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ; 0; 0;
1
4

�
1

Γ00ðgÞ−1 þ 1
Γ00ðḡÞ−1

�
; 0; −iIm½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ;
iIm½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ; 0
�

ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ þ�Z†

ΓÞ�
0; 1−Re½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ;
1−Re½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ; 0;
iIm½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1Þ�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ; 0; 0;
iIm½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1Þ�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1�
�

iðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ�
0; iIm½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ;
iIm½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ; 0;
1−Re½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1Þ�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ; 0; 0;
1−Re½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1Þ�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1�
�

iðX⃗g − X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ þ�Z†

ΓÞ�
iIm½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1Þ�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ; 0; 0;
−iIm½Γ00ðgÞ�

2½Γ00ðgÞ−1�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ; 0;
1
4

�
1

Γ00ðgÞ−1 þ 1
Γ00ðḡÞ−1

�
; 1−Re½Γ00ðgÞ�
2½Γ00ðgÞ−1�½Γ00ðḡÞ−1� ; 0

�
ðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ −�Z†
ΓÞ

We can therefore conclude that ðX⃗g þ X⃗†
gÞð�ZΓ þ�Z†

ΓÞ,
iðX⃗g þ X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ −�Z†
ΓÞ, iðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞð�ZΓ þ�Z†
ΓÞ, ðX⃗g − X⃗†

gÞ
ð�ZΓ −�Z†

ΓÞ∈a.
Having demonstrated that we can construct ðjGj − 1Þ2

independent Hermitian operators, in addition to the identity
and the 2jGj − 2 operators with which we began, we can
conclude that a ¼ suðjGjÞ.

APPENDIX I: SymTFT CONSTRUCTION OF THE
GROUP-BASED CLUSTER STATE

In this appendix, we provide a SymTFT construction of
the group-based cluster state, as well as relating the abstract
construction to the explicit lattice model discussed in
the paper.
A 1þ 1D lattice model with G × RepðGÞ symmetry can

be realized via the SymTFT [172,178–182] construction
using a topological order in one-higher dimension, namely,
DðG × GÞ. The reference boundary is the gapped boundary
where all charges of the first copy are condensed, and all
fluxes of the second copy are condensed.
In this paper, we considered two types of condensa-

tions on the physical boundary to obtain the lattice
model of interest. The first is where all fluxes of the
first copy and all charges of the second copy are
condensed. This results in the product-state SPT. The
second is where we condense all anyons according to the
algebra A ¼ ⨁a∈DðGÞdaa ⊗ ā. We claim that this gives
rise to the cluster-state SPT.
First, we notice that the boundary A corresponds to a

trivial defect after unfolding. Thus, the construction of the
cluster-state SPT corresponds to a thin model of DðGÞ
where all fluxes are condensed on one side and all charges
are condensed on the other after unfolding into a single
copy. We may now construct an explicit lattice model for
this SPT using Kitaev’s lattice model for the quantum
double [121]. Consider the thinnest slab ofDðGÞ where we
choose the smooth boundary on one side (corresponding to
condensing all fluxes) and the rough boundary on the other
side [corresponding to condensing all fluxes (we thank
Sahand Seifnashri for pointing out this construction to us]
(see Fig. 7). We can explicitly see that the Hamiltonian for

the quantum double model defined on this lattice is exactly
the cluster Hamiltonian. Moreover, the G and RepðGÞ
symmetry correspond to the Wilson lines of the fluxes and
charges, respectively.

1. SPTs for G=D3

To count the number of possible SPTs, one may
instantiate all the gapped boundaries and compute the
overlap of the condensate of the reference boundary and
the physical boundary. SPTs then correspond to the case
where the only overlap is the trivial anyon.
We may perform this calculation explicitly for the group

G ¼ D3. The bulk corresponds toDðD3 ×D3Þ. The anyons
in DðD3Þ are labeled by the conjugacy class and an
irreducible representation of the centralizer subgroup as
follows:

Anyon ðaÞ A B C D E F G H

da 1 1 2 3 3 2 2 2
Conjugacy class feg feg feg fSg fSg fRg fRg fRg
Irrep Γ1 Γs Γ2D Γ1 Γs Γ1 Γω Γω̄

where Γω and Γω̄ are the two nontrivial irreps of Z3. We
also note that each anyon is its own conjugate except
Ḡ ¼ H and H̄ ¼ G.
The gapped boundaries of DðD3 ×D3Þ are labeled by

subgroups of DðD3 ×D3Þ and the corresponding cocycles
of that subgroup. There are 28 such gapped boundaries (see
Sec. 4 of Ref. [183] for a complete enumeration).
The reference boundary corresponds to the algebra

Aref ¼ ðA ⊕ B ⊕ 2CÞ ⊗ ðA ⊕ D ⊕ FÞ corresponding to

FIG. 7. The group-based cluster state can be obtained from a
thin strip of the quantum double model with a rough boundary on
one side and a smooth boundary on the other. The vertex term
(red) and plaquette term (blue) give rise to the stabilizers of the
cluster Hamiltonian.
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the subgroup feg ×G (i.e., Geven following the discussion
in Sec. IV B.) We find three algebras (all corresponding to
D3 subgroups of G ×G) whose only overlap with Aref
is A ⊗ A:

(i) A1 ¼ ðA ⊕ D ⊕ FÞ ⊗ ðA ⊕ B ⊕ 2CÞ correspond-
ing to the subgroup G × feg (i.e., Godd)

(ii) A2 ¼ ⨁a∈DðD3Þdaa ⊗ ā corresponding to the
diagonal subgroup of G ×G

(iii) A3 ¼ ðA ⊗ AÞ ⊕ ðB ⊗ BÞ ⊕ ½ðA ⊕ BÞ ⊗ C� ⊕
ðD ⊗ DÞ ⊕ ðE ⊗ EÞ ⊕ ½F ⊗ ðA ⊕ B ⊕ 2CÞ� cor-
responding to the subgroup generated by fRg × feg
and fSg × fSg

The first and second choice correspond to the product state
and the cluster state, respectively. It would be interesting to
see whether the third SPT can be constructed from a
repeated action of UC as in Sec. VII or if it is something
beyond.
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